ENG 101—Baker
Argument Assignment

15% Course Grade—1000 Words—Due December 8th by NOON, to my mailbox (2nd floor Knutti)
Background / Context:

Although 27 states have passed legislation adopting English as their official language and resolutions have been debated and even passed, Congress has not yet declared an official language to the United States.  Polls regularly show that Americans and even Hispanic Americans are overwhelmingly in favor of making English the official language of the land.  
The debate touches on multiple facets of our society, including social welfare programs, the voting process, and especially education.  There are really three possibilities for bilingual education.  

ESL programs—ESL students are equipped with teachers and textbooks in the language of their origin.  English is taught as a second language. This option is really only invoked in private schools and home schooling, because the resources simply are not available in the public schools to make it a reality.
Bilingual programs—ESL students spend most of their day in English-language classes, primarily for math and science lessons.  But when their instructors turn to social studies or reading, where course content relies heavily on the written language, they are sent to an ESL classroom to learn remedial English skills.  There are obvious drawbacks to this system, not least of which is the stigma that attaches.  There is also substantial debate about whether content is being sacrificed to the skill set.
Total immersion programs—bilingual students are expected to sit in English-language classes and absorb the material as best they can.  This program was instituted under the No Child Left Behind Act (2002), despite vehement protests from educators.  Reports on its success vary widely.
Assignment:
Persuade a local school board to adopt either the bilingual or total immersion program.  As a persuasive piece of writing about a topic that has no definite answer, you must use what you have learned about rhetoric to convince your audience.  Consider your audience, purpose, and context.  Think about how you will construct your ethos, pathos, and logos.  Think about the traditional sections of argument and consider what arrangement best suits your needs.  Be sure to revise for paragraphs that are focused, developed, and coherent, and work with your sentence structures to create a pleasing style that harmonizes with your argument. 
Resources:
This assignment requires data collected by professional researchers and opinions proffered by experts.  Available on our website are two articles discussing the pros and cons of pull out programs versus total immersion.  Please review them for use in your argument.  You should also incorporate at least one of the opinions on language and identity presented in class—Anzaldua, Jordan, or Achebe.  Finally, I’d like you to use your own experience teaching bilingual students in the public schools.  
