ENG—Baker

Integrating Sources

Three Methods, with examples

There are three ways to introduce sources into your arguments, and you should choose based upon the nature of the source itself and the type of evidence your claims require for support.  Regardless of which one you choose, all need to be cited.

Summary

Overview:  highlighting the author’s main points.  Use summary when the author has an interesting but lengthy argument that requires that a few of its claims be mentioned or when you wish to establish the thoroughness of an author’s analysis to lend weight to him or her as an authority.  Summaries are generally several sentences in length.  Use signal phrases regularly to remind the reader that the ideas belong to someone else.  Use parenthetical cites to reference arguments made on specific pages.  Generally, however, summary entails your own integration of claims made throughout the argument, and you will not be able to cite individual pages.  In such cases, signal phrases can serve as your only cite within individual sentences, although you should mark the summary’s ending with a parenthetical citation.  

Example:
Outline the source material.  
Working by paragraph:

I.  rebirth—bringing back to life ancient and classical works of art—first “In literature and the visual arts”  1350 - 1550

II.  the idea comes to music sometime during the late 15th c.  largely becomes of Tinctoris in his Proportionale.  (because the whole paragraph is about this writer and this work, it’s a detail that seems relevant, even to a summary)  He expressed his thoughts largely in terms of classical writings about music.

III.  musicians then became more open to the movement in literature and the visual arts

IV.  Made possible by the humanists who rediscovered ancient texts and gave musicians a body of knowledge previously unknown, specifically Plato and Aristotle.

V.  Finally, the rediscovery and reclamation of the classical era were combined with new musical developments to create a unique style of music in the Renaissance that will eventually lead to opera in the next period.

In two – three sentences:
(remember that a summary omits most of the details, so names and years should not be included unless very important.)
From 1350 – 1550, ancient and classical ideas began to be revived, first “[i]n literature and the visual arts” (Lockwood).  Lockwood traces the revival first from Tinctoris, whose Proportionale helped musicians become more open to classical ideas then through the rediscovery of ancient texts that gave musicians a previously unknown body of knowledge, largely from the classical Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle.  Finally, Lockwood states that the rediscovery and reclamation of the classical era were combined with new musical developments to create a unique style of music in the Renaissance that will eventually lead to opera in the next period. 
(Source):

Lockwood, Lewis.  “Renaissance:  Music and the Concept of Rebirth.”  Grove Music Online.  Scarborough Library.  Shepherdstown, WV.  www.shepherd.edu/libweb.  17 Nov 2007.  
Paraphrase
Overview:  putting the author’s ideas into your own words.  Use paraphrase when the author has made a complicated argument or a salient point which requires detailed presentation but not exact language.  Note that a paraphrase must differ substantially, not only in word choice, but also in sentence structure, from the original.  An inadequate paraphrase, even when cited, is still considered plagiarism.

Example:  Pick a detail that seems exceptionally noteworthy, and put it in your own language.  Read it through a few times, master the basic concepts, and then, without looking at the original, write it down.  Compare what you have written with the original.  Three words in a row the same as the original must be rephrased.  Be sure to also rework the sentence structure, since plagiarism can occur at three levels:  the idea, the word choice (diction), or syntax.  
Original:
Until about 1470 the central authority for knowledge of ancient music was Boethius.
Inadequate:

Before the late 15th c, Boethius was the central authority on music of the ancient era.

Revised:

Boethius alone instructed musicians of the Middle Ages in their ancient counterparts until the late 15th c (Lockwood).
(Source):

Lockwood, Lewis, Noel O’Regan, and Jessie Ann Owens.  “Palestrina.” Grove Music Online.  Scarborough Library.  Shepherdstown, WV.  www.shepherd.edu/libweb.  17 Nov 2007.  

Integrating a Quote:

Overview:  direct use of the author’s words.  Because an essay is most effective when you—the author—maintain a consistent voice throughout, use direct quotation sparingly and only when the author’s argument is stated in a particularly eloquent fashion, when the language of the statement will be analyzed—for technical purposes, for example—or when it will lend additional authority to the argument.  Quotes must be integrated into a sentence of your own and must flow grammatically with such a sentence.  Use signal phrases to introduce quotations (see p. 540 in the Harbrace handbook for a list) and use brackets ( [ ] ) and ellipses (. . .) to change quotes appropriately.  

Example:

Lockwood explains that “[u]ntil about 1470 the central authority for knowledge of ancient music was Boethius.”  

Note that the quote is introduced with a signal phrase that replaces a parenthetical citation and that any spelling, punctuation, verb tense, or pronoun changes required for the quote to grammatically flow with the essay’s sentence are made in brackets.
(Source):

Lockwood, Lewis, Noel O’Regan, and Jessie Ann Owens.  “Palestrina.” Grove Music Online.  Scarborough Library.  Shepherdstown, WV.  www.shepherd.edu/libweb.  17 Nov 2007.  
Citation:
In-text citations serve two purposes:
1. To direct your reader’s attention to the appropriate entry on the Works Cited list.
2. To provide sufficient information that a reader can locate the reference within the work when the work is lengthy.
To these ends, you must always provide the first WORD of the entry on the Works Cited page.  Generally, this is the author’s last name.  When you have no author, create an appropriate abbreviation for the title.  For example, an article with no author entitled “Midsummer Night’s Dream” may be abbreviated as “Midsummer.”  Entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works are generally indicated by the word referenced—“Fence” for example, without page numbers.  

Internet sources have no page numbers, even if you’ve printed the site and have page numbers on your printout.  Likewise, do not use page numbers for reference works.  Some journal articles available via databases had page numbers in their original formats which have now been lost.  In such cases, do not provide page numbers for them.  If, however, the database reproduces journal articles in “pdf” format, you will have page numbers available, and you should use them.

