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Study Guide

El Saadawi, “In Camera”

1)  The main character finds intense pleasure in being able to sit.  What does that say about her experience?  

2)  What are some of the images used to describe the people she sees in the courtroom, including the judge?  Can you draw any conclusions about the main character’s state of mind from these images?  

3)  Who is “the face she’d seen thousands of times in the papers”?  
4)  What is the narrator’s name?  How does she react when it is called?
5)  On page 3002, the narrator provides us a fairly coherent account of what happened to the main character.  Reconstruct it.
6)  How does the court react when the judge recounts the main character’s crime?  What was that crime?  Does it seem like much of an offense?
7)  The narrative perspective shifts at the bottom of p. 3003 to which character?  And then again at the bottom of page 3005—to whom?
8)  Why do the judge and lawyers decide to reconvene the hearing “in camera”?

