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Study Guide

Rilke & Akhmatova

Rilke—Apollo and Swan
1)  What is a torso?  What is the torso of Apollo made of?  What does it lack?

2)  How can Apollo’s gaze shine out from a torso?

3)  Compare / contrast the words placid and flared.

4)  What are the implications of the word burst?
5)  What is the “this” that Rilke refers to in the first line of “The Swan?”  Does the first line of the second stanza change your opinion in any way?

6)  How does the water react to the swan?  How does he react to the water?
Akhmatova
1)  What is a Requiem?  Who or what has died—who or what is our poet mourning?

2)  Why is there so much introductory and closing material—a dedication, two epilogues, prologue, etc.,?  
