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Study Guide

Lessing, “The Old Chief Mshlanga.”  

1)  What nationality is Doris Lessing?  Where was she raised?  
2)  Which seems more real to the narrator and main character of “The Old Chief Mshlanga”:  her experiences, or the things she reads?

3)  As a child, how is she accustomed to interacting with the natives?  

4)  What does she learn about Old Chief Mshlanga and how?  

5)  When she sets out to visit the chief, she is gripped by fear.  Why?  

6)  How do the natives respond to her when she visits them on their reservation?

7)  What finally happens between her father and the Old Chief?  How does she feel about it?  What does she do?  

