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Study Guide

Mahasweta, “Breast-Giver”

1. What does it mean for Jashoda to be a professional mother, as opposed to an amateur?  
2. Why do the Haldar family feel responsible for Kangali and his family?  (be aware that there may be numerous motives)

3. How does Jashoda treat her husband and family?  How does Mahasweta feel about her attitude?

4. What is the second son’s secret motive in convincing the family to keep Jashoda?
5. What happens to Jashoda when the Haldar master dies?  How does her husband Kangali treat her?  

6. What does Mahasweta mean when she says Motherhood is a great addiction (p. 2838)?  

7. How do you feel about the “moral” of the story, given in the last paragraph of the narrative?  

