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Name:_____________________________
Study Guide

Borges.  “Pierre Menard.”

1) Check the overview of Don Quixote in Gale Literature Resource Center.  Briefly summarize the novel.

2) Borges begins by cataloguing the visible work of scholar Pierre Menard.  In what way was his work on the Quixote invisible?

3) How would you categorize the various types of writing Menard produced?

4) Do you detect any irony in the fact that Borges’ argument about the existence and significance of Menard’s invisible work appears in a footnote?

5) What was Menard’s great ambition?  Did he succeed?
