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Name:_________________________________
Study Guide

Soyinka, Death and the King’s Horseman, Scenes one and two

1) What is the setting for the first scene?  What are its possible implications?  

2) What is the “other side” to which the Praise-Singer refers?

3) What is Elesin looking forward to before he passes to that side?

4) What is the Not-I bird?  How does Elesin respond to it?

5) In what way do the women offend Elesin?  What kind of tone does that set—how is it different from what has gone before—is it appropriate?

6) What kind of “reputation” does Elesin have?  (HINT:  See page 3033).

7) Why is Iyaloja at first reluctant to fulfill  Elesin’s wish?  When she relents, what does she reveal as a deeper fear?

8) Why is Amusa shocked when he enters the Pilkings’ residence?

9) What light does Joseph shed on the action of the first scene?

10) What sound continues throughout scene two?  How does it affect the tone of the scene?  
