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Study Guide

Swift.  “A Modest Proposal.”

1.  Is Swift Irish or English?  Defend your answer.
2.  What is the problem the writer of the Proposal attempts to solve?

3.  What words does the writer use to refer to the Irish people?   Do they have any connotations—positive or negative?  Do you see any pattern emerging?

4.  What do we know about the speaker?  Based on that, do you trust his Proposal to be a good one?

5.  Does the writer ever offer any serious solution to the problem?  If not, speculate why.  If so, identify.  

