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Study Guide

Tolstoy.  The Death of Ivan Ilyich, 2
1) How did Ilyich sustain the injury described at the beginning of Chapter IV?  
2) What question is most important to Ilyich in his consultation with the doctor?  Why does the doctor consider it unimportant?

3) What becomes the most important thing in the world to Ivan Ilyich?  How does he finally learn to phrase the question?

4) In what way is he like Caius?  In what way is he different?  Does the difference matter?

5) Who is Gerasim, and what is he like?  What does he do differently than all the others who come to see Ilyich?

6) Is there any way in which Ilyich did not live as he ought to have?  What if anything might be wrong with his life?  What “terrible and huge deception” does he gradually become aware of?
