ENG 209—Baker

Research Paper Assignment

Minimum 2000 words

Check syllabus for due dates, including Outline and Annotated Bib, and Final Paper
In order to demonstrate that you have mastered the Essential Skills and Outcomes of the course, established to support Shepherd University’s General Studies Statement of Philosophy, you must complete a research paper for English 209—Survey of World Literature.  Your assignment is as follows:

Select one poet from the LNC.  Please be aware that you may not use a poet we have discussed or will be discussing in class.  You should check the syllabus carefully to be certain your selection will be permitted.
Explain why that poet should win the Nobel Prize for 2009.  Include in your answer:


1)  biographical information about the poet;
2)  the historical and cultural context for his or her poetry;
3)  an analysis of how the poet fits into the literary tradition of his or her 

country, ethnicity, or linguistic group;

4)  an analysis of the poem printed in LNC; and 

5)  an explanation of what the poet contributes to the emerging global 

culture of the 21st century.  

Be aware that the Nobel Prize Committee is unlikely to be swayed by your opinion alone.  Therefore, your topic requires research, both to provide factual information outside the scope of your education or discipline and to offer the expert opinions of others that help to validate your own.  The quality of your work will depend greatly on the quality of your resources.  Selecting reliable sources for factual and interpretative information and integrating them appropriately into your own work are vital elements of this course, your university experience, and your future professional life.  
No paper will be accepted with less than three secondary sources.  No more than one resource will be permitted on the author’s life or accomplishments, so evaluate your possibilities carefully.  Papers that rely entirely upon freely available, unverifiable, or informally created online sources will be regarded with a degree of skepticism.  Papers that make good use of the websites of respected organizations and scholars, subscription databases that link to peer reviewed journals, reference works, or library books will be preferred.  

But facts do not speak for themselves.  As the writer of a research paper, your job is not only to collect, evaluate, and present relevant information.  You are also tasked with demonstrating its relevance.  Perhaps poet Y is a charismatic leader, highly trained scholar, or victim of domestic abuse—why and how do these experiences qualify her to win the Nobel Prize?  You must demonstrate how each piece of evidence you uncover is relevant to your thesis.

As always, I am available to assist in any way I can.  Please make liberal use of my office hours and email account.
