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Acid rain is a very big problem not only for our country itself, but also all the little states and all of their counties.  It is a big problem because it can pollute water, destroy trees, and kill animals in the environment. Acid rain comes from harmful pollutants collecting in the atmosphere and falls as rain, but with an acidic pH somewhere below 5.6.  This acidity is strong enough to severely damage and burn human skin.    Normal rain has a pH at 6 or a little under it. The pollutants that collect in the atmosphere that form acid rain are Sulfur Dioxide, Carbon Dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides, and other harmful pollutants. Especially nowadays Jefferson County in West Virginia has come across a huge population change, and thus thwarting this problem I have stated thus far.  Even though this county has had an immense growth in population, we should still control what we do and the effects on the environment from our actions.  Acid rain in West Virginia comes mainly from the massive amount of energy used because of the county growing so fast.  Acid rain can be caused by a number of things including: Carbon Dioxide emitted from vehicles, burning of fossil fuels, and greenhouse gas emissions.  When acid rain does occur and comes falling from the sky, the results are devastating.  It can pollute the very water we drink, kill animals and the environment.  If we all take some preventive measures, then we can make sure that acid rain will not affect our county. Some of those preventive measures are: Saving as much energy as possible, find 
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alternate ways to get places besides vehicles running on gasoline, and use appliances that consume less energy. 


The Carbon Dioxide emitted from vehicles can be slowed down by a couple of ways, some not including the individual person but those concerning automobile companies. We should try as much as possible to use our automobiles the least we can.  For example, make the fewest trips to town as you can; don’t go to Wal-Mart to get one thing when you can just get it when you go monthly or weekly grocery shopping.  The saving of that one trip, if done by a lot of people would help out tremendously.  Automobile companies are helping out by producing hybrid cars which use less gasoline and have a battery-powered electric motor. (www.ineed2know.org) These hybrids are really environment friendly compared to regular automobiles.  Not only does a hybrid help the environment, it also helps you too.  They are very fuel efficient with the Toyota Prius getting 60 mpg city and 51 mpg highway.  It also is said to emit 90% less bad emissions. (www.hybridcars.com)  This saves you a lot of money on fuel and you are helping the environment out too.  This solution is just one way to help prevent acid rain from occurring here in Jefferson County.  

Another way to prevent acid rain from occurring is stopping the burning of oil, coal, and natural gas.  For example, use a woodstove instead of using a gas furnace.  These fuels emit two harmful pollutants, which are Sulfur Dioxide and Nitrogen Oxides.  Instead of burning fossil fuels, there are alternative sources of energy including solar energy, geothermal energy, wind energy, hydropower, and nuclear power.  If power plants do burn coal for energy, then they can use coal with less Sulfur Dioxide, wash the 
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coal, or use scrubbers to chemically remove the Sulfur Dioxide so the environment wouldn’t be hurt as much.  (www.policyalmanac.org) Also as an individual, whenever you are not using something like a light or computer, shut it off to save energy.  Energy production is what causes the biggest contribution to acid rain.  

Acid rain is also caused by the gases emitted from greenhouses which are mainly contributed by power plants.  The greenhouse effect is also an environmental issue alongside acid rain which both goes hand in hand.  The greenhouse effect deals with the global climate change caused by increased atmospheric gases.  The increase in the global temperature is a big issue too, but not as big as acid rain for now, because we don’t know the full potential of when too much global warming is enough.  Also acid rain is very preventable, and can be made non-existent if the right measures are taken.  On the other hand, global warming isn’t really that much preventable, so we should try to fix the problem that we know can be fixed.   

Taking some preventive measures are probably the best way to make sure acid rain doesn’t happen in Jefferson County.  First of all we should all try and use the least amount of energy we can everyday.  Whenever someone in your home leaves a light turned on, make sure you turn it off.  Or if it is daytime make sure you don’t use any lights to save energy.  Or you could also just open your front door during the day to let some light into your house.  The bottom line is when electricity isn’t being used, don’t use it.  Maybe even if you want to cook something in the microwave for lunch, an easy way to save energy would be to just make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.  Or since washing machines use a lot of hot water and energy, fill each load of laundry as much as 
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possible to cut down on loads.  Instead of using the energy consuming dryer to dry your clothes, hang your clothes on a clothesline to dry.  

A big measure contributing to the prevention of acid rain is finding alternate ways to get to where you need to get.  If you need to go down to the post office, which is right down the road from your home, walk or ride a bike.  This doesn’t just help the environment, but it also helps you exercise and stay in shape.  Any time you need to go a very short distance to a destination, walk or ride a bike.  Another option is to carpool with people going to the same place as you.  For example, when you and your family and friends go on a trip, take only one vehicle if at all possible to cause less fuel emissions.  If each person uses less and less trips, the chances are that there will be a drastic reduction in the fuel emissions from vehicles.  

Another way to prevent using too much energy is to use or if you don’t have buy appliances that are more energy efficient than what you already have.  Using less energy each month is a big help to the prevention of acid rain. If the entire population of Jefferson County did this, it would be a massive help to our one and only environment.  It would definitely preserve the environment for a long time to come.  I would say that using less energy consuming appliances is the biggest prevention for acid rain because energy production is the biggest cause of acid rain.  If we approach this situation step by step it will be a lot easier to accomplish.  So our main goal is to first start with using less energy and saving more.  Then we can move on to the less contributing but still very important factors.        
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Acid rain is definitely a huge problem everywhere including our home Jefferson County because of the destruction it can do to the environment, animals, and water in it.  But, if we each work together, we can contribute to preventing it from happening.  We have to use less energy, travel less by automobile or simplify our automobile trips or carpool, and save energy to help the environment.  Also going along with preventing it, we should know what causes it by becoming more educated about it.  It is caused numerous ways including Carbon Dioxide emitted from automobiles, the burning of fossil fuels, and also by the emission of greenhouse gases.  So adding up the knowledge of what causes acid rain to the ways to prevent it would ultimately result in the solution to this equation.  Our solution is possible and our only restrictions are time and the willingness of people to do it.  So if people know what causes acid rain and they know what to do to prevent it then we can solve this equation that affects not only our lives, but the environment’s, the animals’, the aquatics’, and the plants’ too.  Our solution to the prevention is not far away.  It’s only as far away as we want it to be.  We can solve this together; we can change it and make a difference in a bunch of lives.  All we have to do is work together and hold together strong. Anything is possible if you have the will and put your mind to it.  

