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Portfolio Reflection Letter
All semester long we have talked about the value of reflection, both to you as a writer and to me as your instructor. A key piece of your portfolio will be, therefore, a reflection letter that will serve as an introduction to your collection of works. Questions/issues you should consider in this letter should include: 

· Why do you include the specific pieces you do (beyond just, “I had to”)? Why are they important to you? Why do they merit a place? 

· Through the lens of each piece you include, how has your writing has improved over the semester? 
· Use specific examples from your portfolio pieces. 
· If you think, for example, that your eye for detail and description has improved, show me where it happens in your writing. 
· Quote from your own work. If you think you have learned to make connections between texts or learned to apply ideas from texts into your life, show me where. 
· Again, be specific here. Saying, “I learned to be a better writer” or even “I learned how to write a story” isn’t enough. 
· Be sure to discuss each and every piece you include specifically and in detail. How did you revise each piece?  What do you think of each piece now?
· You also might reflect on the class as a whole. Which assignments worked? Which didn’t? Why or why not? Reflect on the readings. Talk about group work and workshops.  
· Consider this paper an argument for how your writing has improved. If you want your reader (in this case, me) to believe that you are a stronger writer now, be sure you point to the evidence that will convince me.
Keep in mind this is one of the most important pieces in your portfolio, so spend some time planning it and thinking about it. Make sure it is well organized and clear. Your letter should be between 2.5 and 3 typed pages. Also, chances are I won’t see this piece before you hand it in as part of your portfolio. Take extra care to make sure that there are no silly spelling or grammatical errors in it. Bring it in for workshopping or have a friend read it. 

