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Paper #3: Research Paper
“Explore, and explore. Be neither chided nor flattered out of your position of perpetual inquiry. Neither dogmatize, or accept another’s dogmatism.” –Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose. It is a seeking that he who wishes may know the cosmic secrets of the world and that they dwell therein.” –Zora Neale Hurston
For your third paper, you will write a research-based argument. Your basic strategy: think about a controversial issue you care about or are simply interested in learning more about—one about which reasonable people may disagree. From here, consider the following steps:

1) Explain in detail two or more positions that people have taken on the issue. Analyze the arguments on each side, considering their factual accuracy, reasoning, and ethical assumptions. Look for both strengths and weaknesses in each argument.
2) Next, try to identify any points on which the opponents agree. This might be hard to do, but certainly there is some common ground on which to start. Use this area of agreement as a starting point for both sides to come together and agree on an answer.

3) Finally, begin to articulate your own position on the issue, using that common ground as the jumping off point for your argument. Use the careful analysis you’ve done in step one to help you with your own evidence and strategies. For instance, if you feel Side A makes its point quite well with facts and reasoning, you can use that evidence yourself. If you feel Side B’s argument uses logical fallacies, you’ll want to point that out and avoid making those same mistakes. You can also incorporate new evidence or reasoning you’ve uncovered in your own research. In the end, be sure your paper explains your argument fully, and addresses why it is the best answer/solution.
This paper will, like Paper #2, contain a strong, clear thesis statement up front, stating your ultimate argument. You will also use at least 5 sources, only one of which can be a website. Encyclopedias, dictionaries, and wikipedia cannot be used as sources unless I tell you otherwise. You can, though, interview a person who has some expert knowledge or experience with this issue and count that as a source. Check with me first if you want to take this option. All sources must be identified properly in text and on a separate works cited page (MLA format for both). Your final length should be between 6 and 8 pages (not counting the works cited page).  
Important Dates for this Assignment (note changes from the syllabus):
Wednesday, October 24: Typed proposals/topics due in class 

Wednesday, November 7: Annotated Bibliographies due in class

Wednesday, November 14: Typed thesis statement and outline due; work on papers in class
Wednesday, November 28: Workshop papers in class; bring two copies of typed draft

Wednesday, December 5: Papers due in class

Some advice:
Although I will schedule some time for individual paper conferences, I encourage you to talk to me anytime (make an appointment or stop by during office hours) if you have questions about your projects. Also, don’t spend hours and hours searching for sources—ask a librarian (or me) for help.  
Research Proposal:
In about 1 to 1.5 pages, propose your topic for your paper. You cannot move forward with your paper until I have okayed your proposal.
Your proposal should have these four sections:

1) Title: Your subject/research question: what is the question you will set out to answer in your paper?
2) Background: A brief summary of anything you know about the issue so far, how you came up with the question, and why it interests you.

3) Description: Describe your project. Explain how you will go about answering your research question. Where will you find your information? How do you envision your process working? 

4) Significance: Why is this work important? What contribution do you hope to make by answering this question?

Your typed proposal is due in class on Wednesday, October 24. 
Annotated Bibliography

In order to get you started on your research for your paper, you will compile an annotated bibliography of the sources you will use. Select four (or more) sources you might use for your final paper, write (type) a proper citation for each of them, and then write a brief (2 paragraph) annotation. Basically, then, each entry has three parts:

1) The citation: Use proper MLA format. If you need help, use the handout I have posted on Blackboard, look at a handbook, or ask me.

2) First paragraph: Provide a brief summary of your source. What it is about? What argument does the writer make?

3) Second paragraph: Do some analysis. What do you think of this source? How might you use this source in your paper? If you have read it and decided not to use it, you can explain why as well.

These sources MUST be from books, magazines or journals. For your final paper, it is okay to use websites, but at this point, I just want you using non-web sources. 

Due: Wednesday, November 7, in class.  
SAMPLE ENTRY:

Baldwin, Richard E. “The Art of The Conjure Woman.” American Literature 43 (1971): 385-399.
   

This article explains the importance of Charles Chesnutt’s ability to get his white audience to realize and step into the world of the black person, to share the truth, and to change the minds of the white people so that they can understand the inhumanities of black people. It discusses the reasons why he wanted to write his stories and how he used his writing to persuade the audience. Also, it explains how Uncle Julius is used for subtle manipulation of the white race through his stories and his affects on Annie in all of the texts. 
   
Since this text discusses Uncle Julius’ ability to persuade the white family, I will be able to use it in my paper. The article gives a few instances, in each short story that I am using, that point out how Uncle Julius manipulates the white family who is listening to his story and ultimately gets what he wants. It also has a lot of interesting information regarding Chesnutt and how he tried to persuade his white readers which is actually similar to the role of Uncle Julius. 
