Hanrahan

ENG 101-13
Fall 2007

English 101-13: Written English
Instructor: Dr. Heidi Hanrahan; hhanraha@shepherd.edu
Office Hours: MWF 1:00-2:00, MW, 3:15-5:00, TR 11:00-12:00 & by appt.


Office Info: Knutti G20; ph. 876-5220
“One writes to make a home for oneself, on paper, in time, in others’ minds.” –Alfred Kazin

“The importance of a writer…is that he is here to describe things which other people are too busy to describe.” 
--James Baldwin 

The goal of this course is to provide you with reading, writing, and thinking strategies for your college work and beyond. Of course, we will do a lot of reading and writing, both in and out of class. You’ll read each other’s works in progress along with those of published writers. You’ll learn how to make more effective arguments and how to locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information. You’ll learn how to read like a writer so that your work will be more alive with voice and purpose and meaning. 

Essential skills and outcomes to be acquired through the course include: 
1) an ability to render close textual analysis;
2) an ability to synthesize information from multiple texts;
3) an ability to render clear, cogent ideas;
4) an ability to structure well-developed essays, with thesis, textual support, and analysis;
5) an ability to correctly employ standard written English usage;
6) an understanding of ethnic/cultural diversity;
7) an ability to utilize basic technology to improve writing and thinking skills. 
Texts: 
Gates, Henry Louis. Colored People: A Memoir.
Glenn, Cheryl and Loretta Gray. Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.
Jacobus, Lee A. A World of Ideas: Essential Readings for College Writers.
Course Requirements: 
1. Reading Assignments: Good writers are good readers. You cannot expect to do well in class if you do not read the assigned texts. You can expect regular (and very simple) reading quizzes. 
2. Short Writing Assignments: You will be assigned many short writing pieces throughout the semester. Failure to complete these will result in a reduction of your grade. Since everything you write in this class is a potential piece for your portfolio, keep all the informal and short writing you do both in and out of class.

3. Formal Papers: You will write 3 formal papers, the first two about 4 typed pages each and the last about 7-9 pages. You will receive assignment sheets on each of these essays, with specific instructions. You will also be asked to produce various process pieces (topics, thesis statements, outlines, etc.) as we work on these papers. Please do not throw away any drafts or process pieces as you work on these essays, as you will need them to show process and progress in your portfolio. Late papers will not be accepted. If you fail to turn in a paper, you risk failing the course. 
4. Midterm and Final: You will complete both an in-class midterm and final. These tests will give you the opportunity to demonstrate your growth as a writer in a timed situation. More information about these assignments will be available at a later date.
5. In-Class Writing Leadership: Each class member will take a turn being the in-class writing leader. This person will bring in a topic for the class to write about for the first 10 minutes of class. The leader’s responsibilities for the day include: 1) bringing in a topic 2) sharing it with the class 3) keeping time, and finally, 4) leading a brief discussion of what the class wrote. Bring in whatever you want for topics: poems, news items, photographs, songs, brief video clips…whatever! Just find something that catches your attention and you think others might be interested in, too. 

6. Class Participation/Group Work/Workshop Participation: Bring your books with you to class every day. Make your voice heard in class. Speak up and tell us what you are thinking. This is one way for me to know you reading and doing the work. Just remember to be respectful of your classmates’ opinions. Throughout the semester, you will work in groups since this is one of the best ways to learn from each other. Before each formal paper is due we will devote class time to reading each other’s drafts and providing helpful advice. Do not miss these workshop days and do not show up without a draft. If you fail to produce a draft on the due date, you risk failing the class. 

7. Portfolio: At the end of the semester you will submit a writing portfolio for evaluation. Your portfolio will include some final versions of your essays, drafts of these essays in progress, and excerpts from your shorter writings, as well as a reflective introductory letter. More specific information on the portfolio will be given later in the semester. 

8. Conferences: You will meet with me for a one-on-one conference at least two times in the semester. Please feel free, however, to see me anytime during the semester if you feel you need some advice or assistance with course work. A missed conference equals an absence. 

Other Items of Note:

Attendance: In this class, attendance is crucial and missed class time cannot be made up. Therefore, you are allowed TWO absences.  Any more will reduce your grade by one third a letter grade.  More than six absences and you risk failing the class.  Additionally, being late to class is rude and disruptive. Don’t do it.  If you are more than 10 minutes late to class twice, that will count as one absence.  Finally, if you miss class it is your responsibility to contact me or a classmate to find out what you have missed before the next class meeting.  An absence is not an excuse for being unprepared for the next class.
Email/Internet Access: Please activate your Shepherd email account as soon as possible and make sure you can get onto the internet. Email is usually the best way to get into contact with me.  If and when you do email me, please consider the way you present yourself in your messages.  Be sure to proofread your messages and make sure you use both proper grammar and punctuation.    
Academic Honor: Plagiarism (passing someone else’s work off as your own or failing to correctly cite someone else’s work) and cheating will not be tolerated. All violations of the Student Conduct Code will be reported.  Some simple advice: if you have any questions or are unsure about citing something, see me. 

The Academic Support Center: Please consider taking advantage of this great resource, located in Knutti 114.  You can (and should) schedule appointments with friendly and capable tutors in advance.  Tutors can help you at any stage of an assignment, from planning early drafts to revising final copies.

Grade Breakdown: 
15%: Paper 1
15%: Paper 2

20%: Paper 3 

10%: Midterm

10%: Final

15%: Shorter Writing Assignments

15%: Quizzes, Workshops, In-Class Writing Leadership 
Course Schedule
Subject to revision

(Austin=Reading the World; Glenn=Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook; Gates=Colored People)
UNIT ONE: EDUCATION AND THE MIND

W 8/22: Introduction to the Course; Introduce Paper #1
W 8/29: Plato, “The Allegory of the Cave,” Douglass, “Learning to Read” (Austin 447-454, 506-512); “The Rhetorical Situation,” “Reading Rhetorically” (Glenn 367-391)  

W 9/5: Hsun Tzu, “Encouraging Learning,” Al-Ghazali, “Manners to be Observed by Teachers and Students,” Freire, “The Banking Concept of Education” (Austin 455-462, 463-470, 530-535); “Planning and Drafting Essays” (Glenn 392-417)
W 9/12: Workshop Paper #1: Bring two copies of draft to class; “Comma Splices and Fused Sentences,” “The Comma,” “Unnecessary or Misplaced Commas” (Glenn 62-75, 203-219)

UNIT TWO: IDENTITY AND RHETORIC
W 9/19: Paper #1 Due; Achebe, “Language and the Destiny of Man,” Anzaldua, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (Austin 592-600, 604-615); “Writing Arguments” (Glenn 459-491); Introduce Paper #2

W 9/26: Gates, Colored People (all); Jordan, “Nobody Mean More to Me Than You…” (Austin 616-631); “Using Sources Effectively and Responsibly” (Glenn 532-551)

W 10/3: Workshop Paper #2; Bring two copies of draft to class; “Pronouns and Case,” “Agreement” (Glenn 87-112)

W 10/10: Paper #2 Due; Midterm in class; Reading visual texts (in class)
UNIT THREE: ETHICS, MORALITY, AND SOCIETY

W 10/17: Mencius, from The Mencius, Hsun Tzu, “Man’s Nature is Evil,” Hobbes, from Leviathan (Austin 16-23, 24-33, 37-42); “Good Usage,” “Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers,” “Parallelism” (Glenn 270-284, 325-336)

W 10/24: Introduce Paper #3 and discuss research methods; “Hammurabi’s Code,” “The Papyrus of Ani” (Austin 80-89, 90-93); “Finding Sources,” “Evaluating Print and Online Sources” (Glenn 495-531)

W 10/31: Paper topics due; King, “Letter from Birmingham City Jail,” “What is a Just War?” (Austin 172-189, 268-279); “Exactness,” “Conciseness,” “Clarity and Completeness” (Glenn 285-308) 
W 11/7: Marx, from The Communist Manifesto, Hardin, “Life Boat Ethics: The Case Against Helping the Poor” (Austin 317-336, 359-370); “Variety” (Glenn 354-363)
W 11/14: Annotated Bibliographies, thesis statements, and outlines due
W 11/21: No class—enjoy your Thanksgiving break! 

W 11/28: Workshop Paper #3: Bring two copies of draft to class

W 12/5: Paper #3 Due; Portfolio Workshop: Bring at least 2 portfolio pieces to work on in class

FINAL EXAM: W, 12/12, 6:00 p.m.; Portfolios Due!
