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Paper #3: An Ethnography
“Snowflakes, leaves, humans, plants, raindrops, stars, molecules, microscopic entities all come in communities. The singular cannot in reality exist.” --Paula Gunn Allen

For your third paper in this class, you will write an ethnography on a particular site/subculture.  As we work through this paper, we will continue to emphasize two important aspects of writing that will serve you in other college courses: 1) argument/thesis-driven writing and 2) research. Choose a site/subculture that interests you but that you are not associated with in your everyday life. There are lots to choose from: club/organization meetings, parks, coffee shops, clubs, stores, bars, restaurants, churches, etc. Position yourself as an outsider looking in and ask these key questions: What goes on here? What are the people here like? Why do they come here? What statements can you make about the people gathered here? The answer to these questions will form your thesis statement and the structure of your paper.  
The steps you need to take:
1) Visitations: Visit your site at least twice for at least 30 minutes each visit.  During this time, you will be required to take fieldnotes – observations made as you look, interview, and collect data. Also record your feelings about what you see, hear, and experience. Pay attention to details – sights, smells, etc. Take careful notice of lingo and jargon used.  Use the descriptive skills we have been working on all semester. You also might sketch diagrams or take pictures of the spaces you are talking about. You will hand your notes in with your final paper.

2) Interview with Informant(s):  An informant is a person who shares information about the site/subculture with a researcher. You will interview at least one informant and record – either on tape or by taking careful notes – what information is shared with you. Again, this information will be woven into your ethnography. 
Writing Up Your Research:  Although there is no one set way of writing up your ethnography, it should have at least three sections (and you can feel free to use section headings):

1) Positioning yourself as the researcher: Why did you choose this site and culture?  How did you feel about it going in according to your own history (age, race, gender, background, etc.)? What assumptions did you make about this culture? 
2) What goes on here: What can you say about this subgroup? This section is the bulk of your paper. Drawing from your fieldnotes, tell us what you saw and heard. Talk about your artifacts, interviews, and the patterns and rituals you observed. What are the “rules” of this place? Which way is the right way to behave? How do you know who is an outsider? Here you are creating a picture of your culture, so don’t forget about dialogue, descriptions, etc. 
3) Reflections: What have you learned about yourself in the process of studying this subculture? For example, if you researched a comic book store, do you now understand what aspects of the store surprised you or intrigued you? What have you learned about the group you studied or society as a whole? This section, along with your positioning section, becomes one of the “twin tales” you report in your paper—the place where you return to your thesis and make sure you’ve proven it.
Your final paper should include/demonstrate:

· A strong, clear thesis statement up front, stating your ultimate argument (what you learned from your observations); 

· Clear topic sentences, good transitions, and a clear structure;

· Appropriate length and formatting: at least 6 full pages; typed; double-spaced; 12 point font (Times New Roman); no spaces between paragraphs; and 1 inch margins all around.

Important Dates for this Assignment:
Tuesday, November 17: Bring in a 2-3 paragraph typed description of your topic choice, why it is interesting to you, and what you expect to find.

Tuesday, December 1: Bring in your fieldnotes from at least one visit to your site for brainstorming and discussing with the class.

Tuesday, December 8: Workshop papers in class; bring two copies of typed draft.

Thursday, December 10: Papers due in class; copies due on turnitin.com before class begins.
