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Research Paper
	Content (35 points)

· Essay includes a thesis statement 

· Essay includes sections on both sides of the debate

· Essay address common ground between the two sides

· Essay includes a section with your own argument/solution/opinions

· Essay is focused and developed appropriately (6-8 pages)
	

	Overall focus, paragraph development, connection (35 points)

· Essay ensures that readers are fully aware of the main point or thesis throughout
· Each paragraph stays focused on a single topic

· Each paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence explaining the focus of that paragraph

· Each paragraph fully develops its idea

· All paragraphs are connected by logical transitions

· Paragraphs are organized in a logical order
	

	Clarity and style (10 points)

· Essay is clear and readable

· Essay uses an academic voice—formal, critical, and analytical
· Essay demonstrates a variety of sentence structures and avoids repetition  
	

	Grammar/Mechanics (10 points)

· Sentences are grammatically correct

· Absence of comma splices, run-on sentences, and fragments

· No spelling errors

· Careful proofreading

· Neat and clean format and presentation (stapled, printed clearly)
	

	MLA citations/Proper use of sources
· Essay includes a properly formatted works cited page

· Sources are correctly cited in the paper

· Essay uses at least five sources, including at least four not from web pages
	


