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Paper #1: Close Textual Analysis

“Fiction is like a spider's web, attached ever so lightly perhaps, but still attached to life at all four corners.” 

–Virginia Woolf
"To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting.” – Edmund Burke
Your first paper assignment asks you to carefully examine one short story, make a clear argument about it, and support that argument with textual evidence. Choose from one of the following prompts:
1) Select a story in which the setting—where and/or when the story takes place—plays a key role in the plot, theme, or meaning. Explain how and why.
2) Analyze a character from a story who you feel is especially convincing, well-drawn, and memorable. Explain why this character is so convincing and how the author achieves this effect.
3) Choose a symbol (or a set of symbols) from a story and explain the function of the symbol in the story overall. 

4) Analyze the narration of a story, explaining why the author chooses the narrative voice he or she does, and what difference it makes to the story overall. 

Regardless of the topic you select, your paper should have

1) A clear thesis statement early in the paper;

2) Textual evidence (both direct quotations and paraphrasing), cited correctly in the text; 

3) Good topic sentences and transitions for each paragraph;

4) An introduction and a conclusion;

5) A work cited page with a correctly formatted citation for the story you are using;

6) Appropriate length and formatting: 3 full pages, typed; 12 point font (Times New Roman); no spaces between paragraphs; and 1 inch margins all around.

Important Dates for this Assignment:

Tuesday, January 27: Typed explanation of your topic due in class.

Thursday, January 29: Typed thesis statement and outline indicating textual evidence you will use due in class.

Tuesday, February 3: Workshop papers in class—bring two copies of typed draft to class.

Thursday, February 5: Papers due in class and electronic copies due on turnitin.com before class begins.
