ENGL 102
Close Textual Analysis
	Content (35 points)

· Essay fulfills the requirements of the assignment—argues and supports a specific thesis about the text(s)

· The essay’s thesis goes beyond plot explanation or summary and argues some interesting point about the material—it answers the “so what?” question
· Each point is proven with evidence from the text, either directly quoted or paraphrased

· The writer engages with and analyzes the textual evidence, explaining how it supports the main points, and interweaves his/her own voice with the evidence

· Essay is focused and developed appropriately (about 3 pages)
	

	Overall focus, paragraph development, connection (35 points)

· The essay contains a clear thesis statement early on
· Each paragraph connects back to and supports that thesis statement

· Each paragraph stays focused on a single point that is clearly articulated in a topic sentence
· Each paragraph fully develops its idea

· All paragraphs are connected by logical transitions and are in a logical order
· The essay ends with a clear and thought-provoking conclusion
	

	Clarity and style (15 points)

· Essay is clear and readable

· Essay uses appropriate language for its audience (the class and instructor)
· Essay uses clear and precise language and avoids general and empty terms and clichés 

· Essay demonstrates a variety of sentence structures and avoids repetition  
	

	Grammar/Mechanics (15 points)

· Sentences are grammatically correct

· Absence of comma splices, run-on sentences, other punctuation issues, and fragments

· No spelling errors

· Careful proofreading
· Accurate in-text citations

· Correctly formatted works cited page
· Neat and clean format and presentation (stapled, printed clearly)
	


