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Group Presentations:
“We read to know we are not alone.” –C.S. Lewis

All semester long, we’ve been discussing how to become better readers and evaluators of texts. Now you will demonstrate what you’ve learned by stepping into the role of teacher for your classmates. Each of you will be part of a group that will teach a text to the class. Together, select a short text (either a poem or a short story) from our book that we haven’t read this semester. Then, as a group, plan a presentation in which you “teach” the text to the class. 

On the day of your presentation, you can expect that the rest of the class will have read the text as their homework assignment—and that I will quiz them on the reading.

Requirements for your presentation:

1) Get us talking. How you choose to fill this time is up to you. What you don’t want to do is talk at the class the whole time – don’t think of this as a traditional presentation. You are discussion facilitators. You want to bring up ideas, questions, and topics but let the class do most of the talking.
2) Be sure you get us talking about some of the key concepts we’ve been discussing all semester including: theme, form, speaker/narration, and qualities of language. (Use the “Fiction” and “Poetry” checklists I gave you earlier in the semester if you need to brainstorm for ideas.)
3) Although, as I’ve said above, you want the class to do most of talking, you should be prepared to share your own thoughts on any topic you bring up. 
4) Provide a handout on your text for everyone in the class. The information you’ll include on your handout is up to you. The only requirement is that it is neat, organized, and fits on the front and back of a single page.

5) On the day of your presentation, hand in a typed outline of your plans and an explanation of who did what in planning/putting together the presentation.
6) Everyone in the group must say something at some point. 
7) Length: 20-25 minutes.

Important dates for this assignment:

Friday, April 18: Groups select their texts.
Monday, April 21: Work on presentations in class.

Thursday, April 24: Work on presentations in class.

Monday, April 28, Wednesday, April 30, and Friday, May 2: Group presentations in class.

