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Reading Poetry: A Checklist

Take an initial look at the poem.  What stands out?

Read the poem at least twice, and out loud at least once. 

Title (what might it mean, etc.): 

Speaker:

Reliability:

Narrator vs. Author:

Audience(s):

Setting:

Message/theme(s):

Tone/Mood:

Irony:

Structure: (What does it look like? And why does that matter?)
Purpose: (Is there a story/plot here? If not, then what is going on in the poem? What is its purpose?)
Character(s)/Characterization: (Are there characters in this poem? Protagonist? Antagonist?)

Qualities of Language:

Imagery:

Words/phrases/lines that stand out:

Hyperbole/Understatement:

Assonance/Consonance/Alliteration:

Figurative language: 

Similes/metaphors: 

Personification: 

Symbols/Symbolism:

Ambiguities/Questions Left Unanswered:

