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ENGL 102

Spring 2009

Paper #3: Literary Research and Analysis Essay
“Let us dare to read, think, speak and write.” –John Adams

“Explore, and explore. Be neither chided nor flattered out of your position of perpetual inquiry. Neither dogmatize nor accept another’s dogmatism.” –Ralph Waldo Emerson
Your third paper will combine the skills and strategies we’ve developed working on the first two papers. Your task is answer a critical question about a text (or two texts) on our syllabus. That is, you will be making a specific and detailed argument about a text (just like you did in your Close Textual Analysis Paper). The difference is that this time, your argument will be informed and supported by not only your own interpretation of the text, but also by what several published critics have said about the topic.

Your essay should contain/demonstrate:

· A clear thesis statement early on in the paper. Again, your thesis statement for this paper will be a specific argument you are making about the primary text (the answer to your critical question).

· A clear introduction and conclusion.

· A logical organization and development of ideas and sub-points in support of your larger thesis. 

· Textual evidence (both direct quotations and paraphrasing), cited correctly in the text from both the primary text and five critical sources. These sources must be either journal articles or books. Wikipedia, student essay sites, and personal web pages are unacceptable.

· A properly formatted (MLA style) works cited page, listing every source you use.

· Appropriate length and formatting: at least 5 full pages, typed; 12 point font (Times New Roman); double-spaced; no spaces between paragraphs; and 1 inch margins all around.

Important dates for this assignment:

Thursday, March 5: Three typed possible critical questions due in class
Tuesday, March 10: Typed paper proposal due in class (instructions on the back of this sheet) 

Thursday, March 12: No regular class meeting; use class time to find sources for your paper

Tuesday, March 24: Outlines and annotated bibliographies due in class (instructions on the back of this sheet)
Tuesday, March 31 and Thursday, April 2: No regular class meeting; meet with instructor for individual conferences scheduled for all this week
Tuesday, April 7: Workshop papers in class; bring two copies of your paper and the workshop sheet to class

Thursday, April 9: Papers due in class
Literary Research and Analysis Essay Proposal:
In about 1 to 1.5 pages, propose your topic for your paper. You cannot move forward with your paper until I have okayed your proposal.

Your proposal should have these four sections:

1) Critical Question: Your subject/research question: what is the question you will set out to answer in your paper?

2) Background: A brief summary of anything you know about the issue so far, how you came up with the question, and why it interests you.

3) Description: Describe what you think your paper will look like. What sections do you envision? What other questions will you have to answer as you work to answer your larger question?
4) Significance: Why is this work important? What contribution do you hope to make by answering this question?

Your typed proposal is due in class on Tuesday, March 10. 
Annotated Bibliography

In order to get you started on your research for your paper, you will compile an annotated bibliography of the sources you will use. Select five (or more) sources you might use for your final paper, write (type) a proper citation for each of them, and then write a brief (2 paragraph) annotation. Basically, then, each entry has three parts:

1) The citation: Use proper MLA format. If you need help, use the handout I have posted on Blackboard, look at a handbook, or ask me.

2) First paragraph: Provide a brief summary of your source. What it is about? What argument does the writer make?

3) Second paragraph: Do some analysis. What do you think of this source? How might you use this source in your paper? If you have read it and decided not to use it, you can explain why as well.

These sources MUST be from books, magazines or journals. For your final paper, it is okay to use websites, but at this point, I just want you using non-web sources. 

Due: Tuesday, April 24 in class (along a separate typed outline).  
SAMPLE ENTRY:

Baldwin, Richard E. “The Art of The Conjure Woman.” American Literature 43 (1971): 385-399.
   

This article explains the importance of Charles Chesnutt’s ability to get his white audience to realize and step into the world of the black person, to share the truth, and to change the minds of the white people so that they can understand the inhumanities of black people. It discusses the reasons why he wanted to write his stories and how he used his writing to persuade the audience. Also, it explains how Uncle Julius is used for subtle manipulation of the white race through his stories and his affects on Annie in all of the texts. 
 
Since this text discusses Uncle Julius’ ability to persuade the white family, I will be able to use it in my paper. The article gives a few instances, in each short story that I am using, that point out how Uncle Julius manipulates the white family who is listening to his story and ultimately gets what he wants. It also has a lot of interesting information regarding Chesnutt and how he tried to persuade his white readers which is actually similar to the role of Uncle Julius. 
