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Paper #2: Brief Critical Review
“We might remind ourselves that criticism is as inevitable as breathing, and that we should be none the worse for articulating what passes in our minds when we read a book and feel an emotion about it, for criticizing our own minds in their work of criticism.” –T.S. Eliot

“Good criticism is very rare and always precious.” –Ralph Waldo Emerson

Your second paper assignment asks you to engage with published criticism of literary works. Your task is to carefully read through, summarize, analyze, and evaluate one critical article and the effectiveness of its argument. You should also talk about how this source contributes to the critical discussion of the primary text. 
Using the MLA International Bibliography or the Shepherd University Library Catalog, find an essay or book chapter about a work we have read (or a work on our syllabus that we haven’t gotten to yet). You should probably start with at least three or four articles/chapters to choose from, and narrow it down to one after reading each through carefully. Bring a print out of your article/chapter to class with you on Thursday, February 12. If your source is from a book, please bring a photocopy of the article/chapter for formal approval. You CANNOT move forward with your project until your article has been approved. 
Your essay should contain/demonstrate:

· A clear thesis statement early on in the paper. The thesis for this paper should be your evaluation of the source and the effectiveness of its argument. In other words, what do you think of the article and why?
· A summary of the source and its main argument. (This section should be no more than a page and a half).
· An analysis of the source’s effectiveness. (This section should be at least a page and a half);
· A clear introduction and conclusion.
· Textual evidence (both direct quotations and paraphrasing), cited correctly in the text from both the critical source and the primary text.
· A properly formatted (MLA style) works cited page, listing both the source and the primary text.

· Appropriate length and formatting: 3 full pages, typed; double-spaced; 12 point font (Times New Roman); no spaces between paragraphs; and 1 inch margins all around.

Questions to consider in your analysis (the second part of your paper, after you’ve summarized the article):

· Source’s thesis: What is the source’s overall argument?

· Evidence: How does the writer go about proving this argument? Quote or paraphrase from the source to prove your points.
· Audience: Who do you imagine this article is written for? How do you know this? What assumptions does the writer make about his or her audience? Quote or paraphrase from the source to prove your points.
· Effectiveness: How well does the writer prove his or her point? Are you convinced? Do you find certain parts of the argument more convincing than others? What questions does it leave unanswered? Quote or paraphrase from the source to prove your points.
· Your response: What do you think of the argument? Do you agree with it? Why or why not? In other words, answer back to the critic, using the primary text to prove your points (whether you are agreeing or disagreeing).
· Value of the source: What value does this source have for readers? What does it add to the conversation about the primary text? 

Important Dates for the Assignment:

Thursday, February 12: Copy of article/chapter due in class.

Thursday, February 19: Typed summary of source (about 1.5 pages) due in class.

Tuesday, February 24: Two copies of a typed outline due in class. Work on papers in class.
Thursday, February 26: Workshop papers in class—bring two copies of typed draft and workshop sheet to class.

Tuesday, March 3: Papers due in class. Copy due on turnitin.com before class begins.
