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Book Club Presentations

Once you have finished reading your books, you will want to start planning your presentations. Each group will have twenty minutes for these presentations, so you will want to make sure they are well planned and practiced. 

Here are the Requirements: 

1. Just as each member will have had an extensive role in planning the presentation, each member must also play some part in the presentation – that is, everyone must speak at some point. 
2. Your group will consult at least 3 outside sources related to your book or related to issues you will discuss. At least 2 of these must be from books or articles. All sources must be properly identified and cited in your handout.  If you have questions about sources, ask me!
3. Your presentation should include a handout of some sort, to be distributed at your own discretion (before, after, or during your presentation). Possible relevant information includes a timeline of the author’s life, a bibliography of the author’s works, a bibliography of works about your book, important quotations from your sources, etc. 
4. Sometime before your presentation (at least a week in advance), your group will arrange a meeting with me to discuss your progress. 
5. On the day of your presentation, your group will hand in to me a typed and well-organized outline of your comments. 

So How Can You Fill Twenty Minutes??? 

That is up to you. Your primary role, though, is to get your audience interested in your book. Introduce it to them and give them something to think about. Try to engage your audience and keep them interested. You should read a few (short) significant passages. Certainly summary should be a minor part of your presentation (no more than a few minutes). You might talk about the reactions you had as you read the book – things you liked or didn’t like and why. How did different members react to the book? How does your book connect to other works we’ve read this semester? How does it add to, enrich, and complicate what we mean when we talk about “American literature”? 
Important Things to Keep in Mind: 

• Remember how important a good opening can be. Try to come up with something that will grab your audience’s attention right away. 
• Equally important is a strong and memorable closing. You want your audience to walk away with a desire to learn more about your book or at least the issues you have brought up. 
• Finally, there is absolutely no substitute for good preparation and practice. If you don’t practice, it will show and your grade will reflect your lack of preparation.  Since we are cramming a lot of work into each class day, I will have to hold you to your time limit.  Be sure to have your presentation somewhere between 18 and 22 minutes (including discussion with class).

Presentation Dates:

Tuesday, April 29 (we’ll do two on this day)
Thursday, May 1 (we’ll do the last one this day)

