Hanrahan
ENG 204H

Spring 2008

Book Club Reflective Essay
“There is then creative reading as well as creative writing,” – Ralph Waldo Emerson
The final part of your book club project is a brief (2-3 page) typed essay that answers this question: How does the book you’ve read connect to the larger questions raised by our study of American literature this semester? How you chose to answer this question is entirely up to you. But do think about the big issues we’ve been discussing since day one: What is American literature? Who writes it? What should it do or try to accomplish? What should it be about? What issues does it struggle with? Focusing on just one of these might give you all you need to fill up three pages. (Please don’t feel the need to focus on all of them—or even more than one!)
General requirements for the assignment:

1) A clear introduction, body structure, and conclusion.

2) A strong thesis statement and related topic sentences.

3) Textual evidence (either paraphrased or directly quoted) from your book club text and other texts we’ve read this semester. (Cite at least four texts total—including your book club text.)

Due before we begin our final exam on Thursday, May 8, at 5:00 p.m. (If you finish this early, feel free to hand it in early.) 
