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Book Club Project

“How many a man has dated a new era in his life from the reading of a book!” –Henry David Thoreau

“We read to know we are not alone.” –C.S. Lewis

One of the biggest limitations of our one-semester survey course is that it tends to short-change the most recent texts in American literature. Our book club projects and presentations attempt to do something about that. Each of you will be part of a small reading group with your classmates, choosing from a list of major works all published in the last forty years or so. Additionally, you will notice that the texts are by under-represented groups, either in terms of gender, race, and/or ethnicity. In this way, the project will help us develop a more nuanced and complete view of American literature.

Here are the novels to choose from:

Sherman Alexie, Reservation Blues; Louise Erdrich, Tracks; Charles Johnson, Middle Passage; Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior;  Jhumpa Lahiri, The Namesake; Chang-Rae Lee, Native Speaker; and Toni Morrison, Sula.
Before Each Meeting: Prepare at least three typed discussion questions to bring to your meeting with you.  These should be questions that go beyond simple plot concerns. Think about characters, symbols, themes, structure, etc. I’ll collect your questions after your meetings unless I indicate otherwise.
During Each Meeting: The exact structure of your meetings is up to your group. You should, of course, address everyone’s discussion questions. You might choose to appoint different leaders for each meeting. You might choose a note-taker. Some sort of record should be kept of each meeting. The most important thing is that everyone participates. 

After Each Meeting: Each one of you will hand in a reflection on your group’s meeting. In these reflections, tell me what role everyone played in the discussion. What did you talk about? What interesting points were raised?  What worked? What didn’t? What do you have planned for next time? If a group member isn’t pulling his or her weight, or there is some other issue that needs to be addressed, tell me about it. These reflections are to be brief (a few paragraphs is fine), typed, and handed in on time.  

Once Your Books Are Finished: After you have finished reading and discussing your texts, you will turn your attention to researching and presenting your book. You will probably also need to meet outside of class, especially when preparing your presentation. 

Presentations and Final Reflective Essays: The final parts of your book club project are a group presentation to the class and a short reflective essay (about 2 pages). I’ll give you more information about these at a later date.
Important Dates for This Assignment:

Thursday, March 6: Groups and text choices finalized

Tuesday, March 25: First group meetings (you’ll have about half the class period)

Thursday, April 4: Group meeting (entire class period—on your own)

Tuesday, April 8: Group meeting (you’ll have about half the class period)

Thursday, April 17: Group meeting (you’ll have about half the class period)

Tuesday, April 22 and Tuesday, April 29: Book club presentations in class

Breakdown for Project Grade (project counts for 20% of final course grade):
Discussion Questions: 20%

Reflections on Meetings: 20%

Presentation: 40%
Final Reflective Essay: 20%
