Checklist for Critical Analysis Essays

Thesis statement:

· Must be an argument, NOT a question or a general statement of your topic.

· Must try to answer the “so what?” question.

Topic sentences:

· Each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that is an argument (not a summary of a plot point).

· Each topic sentence should explain what the paragraph will do.

· Each topic sentence connects back to the thesis.

In-text citations: 

· From both your outside sources AND the primary texts you are writing about.

· For instance, a paper about Poe’s “The Black Cat” MUST include (obviously) quotations and paraphrases from the story.

Citations from at least two other sources:
· Must be from books, magazines, or journals (this does include, of course, articles you were able to access online)

· No Wikipedia, sparknotes, or other websites 
Works Cited Page:
· Properly formatted according to MLA guidelines.

· Entries must be alphabetized by author’s last name.

· Should include entries for your secondary sources and the primary texts you are writing about. 

· For instance, a paper on Anne Bradstreet’s poems MUST include citation entries for EACH poem you use.

· For your textbook, use the citation example I gave you for a work in an anthology.

Essays must…

· be at least 6 full pages,
· be in Times New Roman 12 point font or Arial 11 point font,
· be double-spaced with no extra spaces between paragraphs,

· have one inch margins all around. 

