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Discussion Leaders

With a partner, each of you will work take a turn leading a portion of class discussion for 20 minutes. You will sign up for a particular writer and/or text. How you choose to fill this time is up to you. What you don’t want to do is talk at the class the whole time – don’t think of this as a traditional presentation. You are discussion facilitators. You want to bring up ideas and topics but let the class do most of the talking. If you go more than a minute or two without asking the class to say something, you’re doing it wrong. One last note: do not present any biographical information about the writers—I’ll take care of that before you get started. 
Here are some options:

· Pick important, interesting, confusing, or provocative quotations from the text, and have us discuss them and their possible meanings/implications.

· Divide the class into groups and have the groups take opposing sides on issues about the text. Have the groups come up with evidence to support their points of view and debate with the opposition. 

· Come up with a list of interesting discussion questions for the class to consider and talk about.

· Assign some sort of brief creative writing to the class and have students share some of what they wrote. For instance, have them rewrite a passage from the text from another character’s point of view or with a different plot twist or ending.

· Before class, read a review of the text or a critical article. Summarize the review or article for the class and lead a discussion on why you agree or disagree with the claims it makes.
· If you are stuck for ideas, let me know. I’ll be happy to give you lots of help.
