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Critical Analysis Essay
“There is then creative reading as well as creative writing.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson

“To have great poets there must be great audiences too.” – Walt Whitman

Each of you will write a thesis-driven, critical essay on materials covered in class this semester. Your exact topic and focus is up to you, but I encourage you to select a topic that interests you and perhaps relates to your interests beyond the English classroom. In addition to using evidence from the course text(s) to prove your argument, you will also incorporate two outside sources. Dictionaries, encyclopedias, Wikipedia, Spark Notes, and web sites are not acceptable sources for college-level writing.
Tips for success: Make sure you have a clear thesis statement early in your paper and make sure that each paragraph connects back to that thesis. Include a clear introduction and conclusion. Remember that every paragraph should open with a strong, argument-driven topic sentence and that every sentence in that paragraph should connect to that topic sentence. Remind your reader how the pieces of your argument connect through clear transitions. Incorporate both paraphrases and direct quotations from both your primary source(s) and your outside sources.

Topic Approval: By November 9, I must have approved of your topic choice. I strongly encourage you to talk to me well before then, though. Stop by during my office hours (or make an appointment if none of them work for you) and we can get you on the right track. Please do not expect to have this discussion/approval process taken care of over email. That just won’t work. Once your topic has been approved, remember that you can also come by during office hours to talk about your ideas, discuss outlines and drafts, and get help finding outside sources. 

Length and Formatting: At least full 6 pages; typed in a reasonable font (Times New Roman 12 pt. or Arial 11 pt.); double-spaced; one-inch margins all around; no extra spaces between paragraphs; your name, the course title, the instructor’s name, and the date in the upper left-hand corner of the paper's first page; page numbers should appear on the upper right-hand corner of each page. Additionally, each paper should have a works cited page and in-text citations that are properly formatted according to MLA conventions.
Important Dates for this Assignment:

M 11/9: Each student must have a topic approved by Dr. Hanrahan by this date. 
F 11/20: Essays due in class and electronic copies due on turnitin.com before class begins. 
