Countee Cullen: 1903-1946
· Was the adopted son of a Methodist minister

· Raised in New York, attended NYU and Harvard

· Worked as a public school teacher in New York

· 1925: Color (published when he was just 22)

· “His youth, his technical proficiency, and the themes of his poems—truth, beauty, and goodness, in the world and time of circumstance—established him as the ‘black Keats,’ a prodigy” (Baym 2245) 

· 1927: Caroling Dusk, an anthology of black poetry

· In the preface, Cullen says that traditional English forms (not transcriptions of dialect or political manifestos) are the proper tools for an artist

· 1927: Copper Sun
· 1928: Ballad of the Brown Girl

· 1929: The Black Chant

· 1932: One Way to Heaven (novel)
· Faced the typical problems of many Harlem Renaissance writers: does he use traditional forms or new forms? Should he only write about the black experience? Or should he write about universal experiences? And is it possible to write “the black experience” at all?

· “Countee Cullen, a black middle-class New Yorker, experienced these issues in a particularly divisive fashion: he wanted to be a traditional poet but felt it was his duty to articulate a black experience that was not entirely his own” (Baym 2295)

· “It is an important part of his achievement that in an era when American society was far more socially segregated than it is now, he worked to bring black themes to the awareness of white readers who admired him because he worked with poetic modes that they found familiar” (Baym 2245)
· Cullen: “If I am going to be a poet at all, I am going to be POET and not NEGRO POET. This is what has hindered the development of artists among us. Their one note has been the concern with their race. That is all very well, none of us can get away from it. I cannot at times. You will see it in my verse. The consciousness of this is too poignant at times. I cannot escape it. But what I mean is this: I shall not write of negro subjects for the purpose of propaganda. That is not what a poet is concerned with. Of course, when the emotion rising out of the fact that I am negro is strong, I express it. But that is another matter”
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