T.S. Eliot: 1888-1965
· Born in St. Louis, but with New England roots

· Lived almost his entire adult life abroad

· 1914: Meets Ezra Pound in England and reads “Prufrock” to him; Pound encouraged him to send the poem to Harriet Monroe’s Poetry, where it was published in 1915

· 1915: Marries Vivien Haigh-Wood; his family disapproves of the match and cuts him off financially

· Eliot works as a teacher in public schools for two years and almost finishes his Ph.D. in philosophy from Harvard, but does not return home to defend his dissertation

· Becomes a bank clerk at Lloyds rather than finish and take his position in the philosophy department

· Is unhappy with these jobs

· 1925: Finds a position as the director of a publishing firm, a position he holds for the rest of his life

· 1917: Prufrock and Other Observations
· 1920: Poems

· Both collections help his reputation grow

· “However elitist his pronouncements, however hostile to modernity he claimed to be, Eliot actively drew very heavily on popular forms and longed to have wider cultural influence” (Baym 1419)

· 1922: The Wasteland—“anchored the status he was to hold for the next two decades as the most influential poet and critic writing in English” (Baskett 1901)

· Called “the definitive cultural statement of its time” (Baym 1419)

· Suffers personal turmoil in his life: an unhappy marriage, a dissatisfaction with his job, the loss of his parents

· 1933: Separates from his wife, who is later committed and dies in an institution

· 1958: Remarries and seems happier for the remainder of his life
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