Mary E. Wilkins Freeman: 1852-1930
· Known for her depictions of New England village life

· Born in Randolph, Massachusetts

· Not a strong child; two siblings died when she was young so she was very sheltered by her parents early on

· 1870: went to Mount Holyoke Seminary for one year (just like Emily Dickinson)

· Both her parents and her only sibling to survive childhood were dead by 1883, and she had to support herself fully

· By this time, she had begun selling stories and poems to leading magazines, including Harper’s Bazar 
· 1891: A New England Nun and Other Stories – contains many of her best-known works

· Wrote novels, poetry, children’s stories, short stories, plays
· 1902: Marries Dr. Charles Freeman (she is 49); are happy for a few years, but he is an alcoholic who was institutionalized in 1920
· Themes/characteristics of her work

· The potentiality for unpredictable revolt in ostensibly meek and downtrodden natures

· Provides a vivid sense of place, local dialect, and personality type

· Provides an insight into the individual psychology and interior life produced when confining, inherited codes of village life are subject to the pressure of a rapidly changing secular and urban world

