Robert Frost: 1874-1963
Life and Works:

· Born in California and lived there until age 11, when his father died and his mother moved the family to New England

· Saw and presented himself as a New Englander

· 1891: Graduates high school as co-valedictorian with Elinor White, whom he marries three years later

· Over the next twenty years, he attends college, teaches, works in mills, tries to run a dairy farm

· 1912: Moves his family (now includes four children) to England and concentrates on his poetry

· 1913: A Boy’s Will

· 1914: North of Boston

· Earns good critical reception and is encouraged to return to the U.S.
· Prospers financially through sale of books, teaching, and lecturing

· Wins Pulitzer for poetry in 1924, 1931, 1937, and 1943

· State Department sends him to South America, England, and Russia as a “good-will ambassador”

· Reads at John F. Kennedy’s inauguration in 1961

· Does suffer personal setbacks, though, including the suicide of his only son and the severe mental illness of a daughter

Criticism, etc.:

· Serves as a bridge between the nineteenth-century poets and the modernists

· Nineteenth-Century:

· He might remind readers of the Transcendentalists, but he didn’t share their beliefs completely: “…he is far less affirmative about the universe than they; for where they, looking at nature, discerned a benign creator, he saw ‘no expression, nothing to express’” (1775)

· He did share their suspicion of collective enterprises, which he felt weakened the individual 

· Modernists: 

· His “clear diction, the colloquial rhythms, the simplicity of his images, and above all the folksy speaker—these are intended to make the poems look natural, unplanned” (Baym 1774-75)
· “In the context of the modernist movement, however, they can be seen as a thoughtful reply to high modernism’s fondness for obscurity and difficulty” (Baym 1775)
· “How was writing the kind of traditional, accessible poetry that modernists argued could no longer be written” (1775)
· Frost used traditional forms, seeing them (and poetry) as a way to resist ongoing change and decay. For Frost, poetry was “‘one step backward taken…a momentary stay against confusion’” (qtd. in Baym 1775)
· His essay “The Figure a Poem Makes:” he emphasizes that a poem “‘begins in delight and ends in wisdom…it runs a course of lucky events, and ends in a clarification of life—not necessarily a great clarification, such as sects and cults are founded on, but in a momentary stay against confusion’” (qtd. in Guimond 1800)

Works Cited

Baym, Nina, Editor. The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Volume D. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2003.
Guimond, James. “Robert Frost.” The Heath Anthology of American Literature: Concise Edition. Ed Paul Lauter. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004. 1799-1800.

