Nathaniel Hawthorne: 1804-1864
Biography:

· Born in Massachusetts on 4th of July

· Father was a sea-captain who died in 1808

· Descended from Puritan worthies (Justice Hathorne from Salem Witch Trials)

· Source of guilt for him
· Salem and Puritanism provided a “background against which he later presented his ideas about human nature, about sin and guilt, and about the perils of the intellect and the pleasures of the heart” (from Concise Anthology).
· Wanted to be a writer: “I do not want to be a doctor and live by men’s diseases, nor a minister and live by their sins, nor a lawyer and live by their quarrels. So, I don’t see that there is anything left for me but to be an author.”  Yet he explored those very issues in his writing (from Concise Anthology)

· 1837: Twice-Told Tales (included “Minister’s Black Veil”); brings him critical recognition, but not a lot of money
· 1840: Lives for year and a half on Brook Farm, a Utopian commune 

· Blithedale Romance (1852)
· 1842: Marries Sophia Peabody; they have 3 children

· 1846: Mosses from an Old Manse (short story collection)

· 1849: The Scarlet Letter
· Friends with Herman Melville

· Making enough money to get by is a constant concern

· Has no problem selling stories, but not for much money

· Takes jobs in government (working in custom house), but feels it stifles his imagination

· 1852: Goes to England (government job); then to Italy

· 1860: returns to US, dies 4 years later

Criticism/Analysis:
· Mistrusted institutionalized authority (including organized religion)

· Uses masks, veils, shadows, emblems, ironies and ambiguities to portray the narrow separation between good and evil, and to show the foolishness of trying to unlock nature’s mysteries

· “Young Goodman Brown”: “warning against simplistic moral judgments,” “challenges pious assumptions about Puritanism and revolutionary America,” represents an “eruption of what has been suppressed,” “requires reader to participate in moral judgment” (from intro in Heath Anthology)

· “The Birthmark” and “Rappaccini’s Daughter”: “explore the dark side of 19th-century scientific and technological change by means of experiments that go awry, and both portray men’s anxiety about women’s sexuality” (from intro in Heath Anthology)

· Melville praised him for his “great power of blackness” – his portrayal of the dark landscape of the human mind
· D.H. Lawrence: “blue-eyed darling” who knew “disagreeable things in his inner soul,” but was careful to “send them out in disguise.”  

· On his own work: “I am not quite sure that I entirely comprehend my own meaning in some of these blasted allegories.”

