Sarah Orne Jewett: 1849-1909
Biography:

· Born in South Berwick, Maine, the second of three sisters born to a doctor and his wife

· Descended from a seafaring family

· Had very little formal education; studied under her father an expert on all kinds of practical knowledge and a wide reader
· “Born within the scent of the sea but not within sight of it, in a beautiful old house full of strange and lovely things brought home from all over the globe by seafaring ancestors, she spent much of her childhood driving about the country with her doctor father on his professional rounds among the farms” (illa Cather on Jewett, qtd.in Baym 596).
· The town she was born in was rapidly changing as the economy shifted away from shipping and agriculture to mills and canneries and as immigrants settled there

· 1881: Establishes an even closer relationship with Annie Adams Fields, whose much older husband, James T. Fields (a famous publisher) had died earlier that year

· Eventually the two establish a joint household, splitting the year between homes in Boston and Maine

· “Boston marriage”: a common and respected stable and primary union between two women

· Their circle of friends included Whittier, Howells, Cather and other artists and writers, including many regionalist writers

· Together they travel through Europe and the U.S.

· 1902: On her 53rd birthday, Jewett falls from a carriage and is seriously injured—she never fully recovers

Works/Critical Concepts:
· Was a “regional writer”: a contest critical term/category

· In general, regionalists record the topography, people, speech patterns, and modes of life representative of distinct regions of the United States (Baym 596)

· Regionalists favor sketches over elaborate plots—characters and characterization matter

· The sketch “provides a flexible structure that encourages realistic depiction of specific environments, moods, relationships, customs, and characters without requiring pronounced protagonist/antagonist plotting and closure” (Ammons 693)

· “But I don’t believe I could write a long story as you and Mr. Howells advise me in this last letter…The story would have no plot…I could write you entertaining letters, perhaps, from some desirable house where I was in charming company, but I couldn’t make a story about it…What shall be done with such a girl? For I wish to keep on writing, and to do the very best I can” (qtd in Ammons 693)

· This letter shows “a resistance to the kind of conventional plotting found in most high-culture, white, western fiction” (Ammons 693)
· 1873: Early sketches appeared in the Atlantic Monthly 

· 1877: Deephaven

· 1896: County of the Pointed Firs

· “Bits and pieces of the lives of a small group of men and women are quilted into a unified impression of life in a once-prosperous shipping village. The strong older women…form a female community which, for many critics, is a hallmark of New England regionalism” (Baym 597)

· Alice Brown on Country: “No such beautiful and perfect work has been done for many years; perhaps no such beautiful work has ever been done in America”

· 1899: The Queen’s Twin and Other Stories 
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