Maxine Hong Kingston: 1940-
· Born in Stockton, California to parents who were born in China

· In China, her father had been a poet and a teacher; her mother had been one of the few female doctors

· In the US, they struggled more; her father worked in a variety of jobs and her mother raised six children

· Graduates from University of California at Berkeley

· 1976: The Woman Warrior
· Brings her immediate literary fame

· Praised for its lyricism and poetry

· Blends autobiography with Chinese legends

· Concerns the cultural conflicts most Chinese-Americans confront

· 1980: China Men
· More concerned with her father and her male relatives

· 1989: Tripmaster Monkey
· A novel

· Kingston always writes about storytelling
· In an interview she explained, “I think that my stories have a constant breaking in and out of the present and past. So the reader might be walking along very well in the present, but the past breaks through and changes and enlightens the process and vice versa” (Baym 2744)

· Doesn’t embrace the label “exotic” and sees her works as more American than Chinese
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