Jack London, 1876-1916
· Born in San Francisco and raised in Oakland and surrounding areas

· His mother was three months pregnant and unmarried when London’s father left her (upon learning of her pregnancy)

· She runs away to California where she meets and marries John London, who gave Jack his name

· The family struggles financially to maintain even a respectable low-class existence
· London drops out of high school and works a variety of manual labor jobs

· Eventually lives as a tramp/hobo and is arrested for vagrancy in Erie, PA

· Spends 30 days in prison; the brutality he endured and witnessed there had a profound effect on him: “awakened him to the reality of his downward class mobility” (Hedrick 525)

· “The contradiction of his life and writings are suggested in his responses: he returned to high school, fled to the Alaska Gold Rush, embraced socialism, and decided to be a writer” (Hedrick 525)

· He saw writing “as a ticket to a secure middle-class identity” (Hedrick 525)

· “At a time when novelists like Henry James were becoming self-conscious about their profession and articulating a privileged culture around this activity, London approached writing as a working-class trade” (Hedrick 525).

· Influenced by Darwin, Nietzsche, and Marx

· “Believed in both the inevitable triumph of the working class and the evolutionary necessity of the survival of the strongest”

· Dies at age 40 from a morphine overdose which he was on to treat complications of alcoholism 

Works:

· 1899: Stories begin appearing in the Overland Monthly

· 1903: Call of the Wild makes him famous and wealthy at the age of 26

· 1904: The SeaWolf

· Over his career, he writes twenty novels, almost two-hundred short stories, almost five-hundred pieces of non-fiction, and thousands of letters (Baym 972) 

· The first American writer to become a millionaire solely through his writing
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