Flannery O’Connor: 1925-1964
· Grew up in Georgia as an only child

· Father dies of lupus when she is about 16

· Attends Georgia State College for women at age 17

· 1945: Attends the Writer’s Workshop of the State University of Iowa and earn a Master’s degree
· 1950: Suffers a severe attack of lupus

· Lives a relatively quiet life from then on, although she does keep writing and lecturing

· Cortisone shots weaken her bones so that she walks on crutches from 1955 on

· 1952: Wise Blood

· 1960: The Violent Bear it Away

· Best known for her short stories
· “Grotesque, Catholic, Southern—each of these labels has been affixed to Flannery O’Connor’s writing, yet none fully captures its scope, for her work is all of these and more” (Clark 2240)

· In response to her works being labeled “grotesque,” she once said, “Anything that comes out of the South is going to be called grotesque by the Northern readers, unless it is grotesque, in which case it is going to be called realistic” (qtd. in Baym 2427)

· “She wanted to push the reader to experience a sense of something beyond the ordinary, a sense of the mystery of life. She wanted to shock the reader into recognizing the distortions of modern life that we have come to consider natural” (Clark 2240)

· She once wrote, “For the almost-blind you draw large and startling figures” (qtd. in Clark 2240)

· Work is marked by a sense of living in a fallen world

· Characters are often poor or middle-class whites “who don’t realize what their lives are lacking” (Clark 2241)

· Her portrayal of these characters, their thoughts, their speech, is true, funny, powerful—and devastating” (Clark 2241)

· Her humor is powerful, but we “may wonder just what it is we are laughing at” (Baym 2427)

· Early in her life she wanted to be a cartoonist, and there is a “cartoon-like mastery in her vivid renderings of character through speech and other gestures” (Baym 2427)
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