Edgar Allan Poe: 1809-1849
· One of the best-known American authors; yet also has a most complex and confusing legacy

· After his death, his supposed friend Rufus Griswold began a campaign of character assassination; rewrote his letters, etc.

· Born in 1809 to transient actors

· Father leaves family when Edgar is an infant

· Mother dies in 1811
· Taken in by John Allan, a Virginia merchant and planter

· Spends time in England; attends UVA, but leaves after accumulating huge gambling debts his foster father refuses to pay; joins army, attends West Point, but is dismissed
·  Allan eventually disinherits him

· Struggles with poverty, depression, tragedy in his personal life

· Moves to Baltimore to live with his aunt, cousin, grandmother 
· 1835: marries Virginia Clemm, his 13 year old cousin 

· Virginia bursts a vessel in 1842, never really recovers, dies in 1847
· 1845: “The Raven” makes him instantly famous

· Also well-known for his criticism

· Dies in 1849: congestion of the brain; found in the gutter
· Helped pioneer the detective story, science fiction, and the gothic/sensational tale

· Believed an author should consider the effect of a reader first, but was opposed to didactic or overly sentimental literature; believed that beauty (elevation of the soul) is the essence of poetry 
