Ezra Pound: 1885-1972
· “No one better symbolizes modern literature—its triumphs and defeats—than Ezra Pound” (Erkkila 1831)

· Born in Idaho, raised in Pennsylvania

· Says he decided to become a poet when he was fifteen, when he also resolved to know more about poetry than any other man by the time he was 35

· 1902: Meets William Carlos Williams, H.D. and others while he is teaching at the University of Pennsylvania

· 1908: Moves to Venice; spends the rest of his life in Europe

· 1908: A Lume Spento; becomes a central figure in London literary life

· Fosters the works of others, including Yeats, Joyce, H.D., Marianne Moore, William Carlos Williams, T.S. Eliot, Ernest Hemingway, and Robert Frost

· 1916: Lustra

· 1915-1968: Cantos: “Separate poems of varying lengths, combining reminiscences, meditations, descriptions, and translations from works Pound was reading, all of which were to be forged into unity by the heat of the poet’s imagination” (Erkkila 1832)

· Translated Japanese, Chinese works, etc. (free translations)

· Began to attribute the problems of the modern world to the “dominance of bankers and munitions manufacturers, usury and Jews” (Erkkila 1832)

· 1939: Goes to the US to speak to members of Congress about his fears that FDR and the banks are leading the US to another war

· 1941: Begins broadcasts on Rome Radio in which is airs his theories

· Greeted Mussolini as a deliverer; felt an ideal society had to have a strong leader and an agricultural economy (Baym 1282)

· 1943: Indicted for treason

· 1945: Arrested and imprisoned in an open-air wire cage during the US occupation of Italy

· 1946: Brought to the US, declared unfit to stand trial, and imprisoned in St. Elizabeth’s Mental Hospital in Washington D.C. until 1958

· For critics, controversy then and now about the connection between Pound’s art and politics
· “Since the poet’s death, studies of his work have remained split between those who would praise the poet and forget the politician and those who would attack the fascist and protest the poet” (Erkkila 1832)

· Poetic maxims included “Make it new” and “Go in fear of abstraction”
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