Adrienne Rich: 1929-
· Born in Baltimore

· Father was a professor of psychology at Johns Hopkins University who encouraged her to learn poetic rhyme schemes and meters

· Mother was a concert pianist who taught her a love of rhythm and lyricism

· Attended Radcliffe College

· 1951: A Change of World

· Travels Europe on a Guggenheim Fellowship

· 1953: Married Alfred Conrad, an economics professor at Harvard

· Has three sons over four years

· 1963: Snapshots of a Daughter-in-Law

· 1966: Necessities of Life 

· “The conflict and distress experienced by creative, intellectual women in a culture that too often devalues female experience is a recurring theme in Rich’s poetry” (Martin 2346)

· 1976: Comes out as a lesbian: has written extensively about sexuality

· “In the fifty years of her career, her poems and her essays chronicle the evolution of feminist consciousness and illuminate the phases of her personal growth from self-analysis and individual accomplishment to lesbian/feminist activism and the collective shaping of a feminist vision of community that is perhaps strongly rooted in the Puritan ideal of the city on a hill” (Martin 2346)

· Believes our culture is “split at the root”: “art is separate from politics and the poet’s identity as a woman is separate from her art” (Baym 2759) 

· “Rich’s poems aim at self-definition, at establishing boundaries of the self, but they also fight off the notion that insights remain solitary and unshared” (Baym 2760)

· “She acknowledges that it is a responsibility and privilege to be read by so many” (Martin 2346)

· She refuses to accept “the criticism that art and activism are antithetical” (Martin 2346)

· “‘Poetry is, among other things, a criticism of language. Poetry is above all a concentration on the power of our ultimate relationship to everything in the universe’” (qtd. in Martin 2346)
· Writes of feeling “‘more and more urgently the dynamic between poetry as language and poetry as a kind of action, probing, burning, stripping, placing itself in dialogue with others’” (qtd. in Baym 2760)
· 1973: Diving into the Wreck
· 1991: An Atlas of the Difficult World
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