Henry David Thoreau: 1817-1862

Born in Concord Massachusetts, and spent most of his life there.  He was a meticulous student of the flora and fauna around him.

Heavily influenced by Ralph Waldo Emerson and the Transcendentalists (idea that physical facts are a façade of spiritual truth).

Kept a journal from 1837-1860

Wrote 2 books: A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers (1849) and Walden (1854)

“Resistance to Civil Government” (1849): inspired Gandhi and MLK

Walden: Based on the 2 years, 2 months and 2 days he spent at Walden Pond from 1845-1847


Deplored slavery; materialism; destruction of the environment

· Believed slavery was a moral issue, and therefore the government should have no say in it

Died at the age of 44 of tuberculosis

· On his deathbed he was asked, “Have you made your peace with God,” to which he replied, “We never quarreled.”  
