American Transcendentalism, ca. 1836 to 1860s
“Transcendentalism, as viewed by its disciples, was a pilgrimage from the idolatrous world of creeds and rituals to the temple of the Living God in the soul. It was a putting to silence of tradition and formulas, that the Sacred Oracle might be heard through intuitions of the single-eyed and pure-hearted. Amidst materialists, zealots, and skeptics, the Transcendentalist believed in perpetual inspiration, the miraculous power of will, and a birthright to universal good. He sought to hold communion face to face with the unnameable Spirit of his spirit.” 
--William Henry Channing 

“We will walk on our own feet; we will work with our own hands; we will speak our own minds...A nation of men will for the first time exist, because each believes himself inspired by the Divine Soul which also inspires all men.”

-- Emerson, “The American Scholar”
· Based on European doctrines from Kant, Carlyle, Coleridge, Goethe etc.

· Break with Unitarian Church, although it did take certain ideas from Unitarianism 
· Never a unified group – more like a movement happening in diverse minds in diverse places (Thoreau, Dickinson, Hudson River School of Painters)
· New view of the mind that replaces Locke's empiricist, materialistic, and passive model
· Emphasized the role of the mind itself in actively shaping experience
· Rejected the idea of innate depravity of man
· Believed in living close to nature 

· Taught the dignity of manual labor

· Need for intellectual companionship (Fuller’s “Conversations”)
· Every person could have a direct relationship with God (without any need for a church)

· Human beings have the spark of the divine in them
· Saw Jesus as the highest example of what an individual should be (not any more divine than anyone else)
· Stressed self-trust and self-reliance; trusting yourself was really trusting the voice of God (Whitman’s “I,” Emerson’s “Self-Reliance,” Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil Government,” Brook Farm)
· Democracy

· Abolition
· “Members” included Bronson Alcott, Margaret Fuller, William Ellery Channing, Elizabeth Palmer Peabody; later artists like Hawthorne and Melville responded to the movement in their works
The Dial, 1840-1844

· Journal of the Transcendentalist movement
· Edited by Margaret Fuller, 1840-42; Emerson 1842-44

· Contributors included Fuller, Emerson, Thoreau, Alcott, Lowell

Brook Farm, 1841-1846

· Experiment in Utopian communal living, sponsored by Transcendental Club

· West Roxbury, MA

· Residents could pursue cultural interests and leisure by dividing work

· Rotation of labor would save time

· Lectures, reading, writing, conversation

· Hawthorne stays briefly (Blithedale Romance)
· Emerson, Alcott, Thoreau never took part

· Dissension among ranks, poor soil, fire combined to bring experiment to an end
