William Carlos Williams: 1883-1963
· Born in Rutherford, New Jersey

· Mixed descent: English, Puerto Rican, French Basque, Dutch Jew

· This mixture of origins fascinated Williams

· Studied medicine at the University of Pennsylvania Medical School where he meets Ezra Pound and H.D.

· Saw his work in medicine as a way to support his more important work as a poet

· His patients, though, knew him a dedicated doctor who made house calls, helped them through crises (delivered more than 2000 babies)

· 1912: Marries Florence Herman; a strained marriage for many years, but later in life, their bond is much stronger and he writes her beautiful love poems

· Except for some time studying abroad and occasional trips, Williams lived most of his life in Rutherford (in contrast to expatriates like Pound, Eliot, etc.)

· Did spend many weekends in NY and associated with artists and writers there (Wallace Stevens, Marianne Moore)

· 1923: Spring and All
· Paterson: A five volume collection of poems about a place (1946, 1948, 1949, 1951, 1958)

· Was politically active his whole life, often associated with liberal causes, but always with a concern based in individualism

· 1948: Denied a post at the Library of Congress because of McCarthyism

· 1948: Suffered a heart attack, followed by a series of strokes in 1951; he does continue writing, though

· Poems concerned with staying home and writing as an American in an American context

· A modernist “known for his disagreements with all the other modernists, William Carlos Williams thought of himself as the most underrated poet of his generation” (Baym 1933)

· His reputation has risen, though, after World War II and he is widely respected and influential today

· “The simplicity of his verse forms, the matter-of-factness of both his subject matter and his means of describing it, seemed to bring poetry into natural relation with everyday life” (1933)

· Deplored “isms” of all kinds

· Hated “The Waste Land” for its pessimism, internationalism, and deliberate obscurity
· At the same time, he rejected Frost’s nostalgic American poems, as he felt there was plenty to write about the in the present

· Believed in the “accumulation of detail” in poetry and “opposed the use of poetry for general statements about abstract critique” (Baym 1934)

· Famous motto: “No ideas but in things”
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