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Discussion Leadership and Annotated Bibliography
Once during the semester, you will lead class discussion of our assigned reading. I want to emphasize that your job here is to get your classmates to do most of the talking. You do not want to lecture or simply go over plot summary. Instead, you want to get us talking about the text and the issues it raises. How you chose to do that is up to you, but I encourage you to be creative and to talk to me about your plans beforehand.  

This assignment also asks you to do some research on the texts. I want to emphasize, though, that the questions you ask do not all have to connect to the sources you research.  Instead, the research is intended to add some depth to your knowledge, provide possible jumping-off points for discussion, and provide a jump-start to the longer research process if you or your classmates choose to study a text in more detail.  
Here are the basic requirements:
1) Do some research: Before you lead discussion, do a brief MLA search on your subject and pick FOUR articles or books that interest you. Read enough of the source to get the main idea and perspective and think about how it relates to possible topics you would like to raise in our discussion. For this assignment, you cannot use web sites as sources, although you can use online versions of journal articles. Ask me if you have a question about a source.

2) Create an annotated bibliography: For each source, write a brief annotation (at least 2 full paragraphs) and include a full MLA citation. Your annotation should be equal parts summary and analysis of your source. Make sure each paragraph is clear and organized, with a strong topic sentence. You will submit a copy of this typed bibliography to me on the day of you presentation and post it on our class Sakai site.

3) Lead discussion: Again, this is more about getting your classmates to talk than you doing all the talking. Come to class with ideas for discussion, based at least in part on some of the ideas you’ve come across in your reading. Plan to lead discussion for 20 minutes, although if we go over, that’s fine, too.

Some tips for getting discussion going:

· Pick important, interesting, confusing, or provocative quotations from the text and/or your sources, and have us discuss them and their possible meanings/implications.

· Divide the class into groups, giving each group a specific issue about the text or from your sources to discuss. You might give each group, for instance, a list of questions to answer. Then bring the groups back together to have them discuss what they came up with.  

· Divide the class into groups and have the groups take opposing sides on issues about the text or the critics. Have the groups come up with evidence to support their points of view and debate with the opposition. 

· Come up with a list of interesting discussion questions for the class to consider and talk about.

· Assign some sort of brief creative writing to the class and have students share some of what they wrote. For instance, have them rewrite a passage from the text from another character’s point of view or with a different plot twist or ending.
Questions?  Let me know!  I am eager to help you with any aspect of this assignment.  
