Hanrahan

ENGL 312
Spring 2009

English 312-01: American Literature to 1900
Instructor: Dr. Heidi Hanrahan; hhanraha@shepherd.edu
Office Hours: MW 10:00-11:00, 1:00-2:00; TR 11:00-12:15, 2:00-3:00; F 10:00-11:00; and by appt.
Office Info: Knutti G20; ph. 876-5250

Course Website: http://webpages.shepherd.edu/hhanraha/courses/eng312/eng312s09.htm 
“…for in every human breast God has implanted a principle, which we call a love of freedom; it is impatient of oppression, and pants for deliverance….How well the cry for liberty, and the reverse disposition for the exercise of oppressive power over others agree—I humbly think it does not require the penetration of a philosopher to determine—”
--Phillis Wheatley, “Letter to Samson Occom”
“The United States themselves are essentially the greatest poem.”

--Walt Whitman, Preface to Leaves of Grass

Course Summary and Learning Goals:

English 312 is an advanced critical study of the major writers, as well as the intellectual and literary movements, of the American experience and literary tradition from its beginnings to 1900. In addition to reading well-known canonical works and writers, we will also focus on the multitude of other voices competing to define “America,” what it means to be an “American,” and just what counts as “American Literature.” 
Essential skills and outcomes to be acquired through the course include:
1) an ability to render close textual analysis and close reading of works of American literature; 

2) an ability to synthesize information from multiple texts; 

3) an ability to express clear, cogent ideas; 

4) an ability to render thoughtful and well-written essays, with thesis, textual support, and analysis; 

5) the cultivation of aesthetic and critical judgments about literature; 

6) an understanding of the philosophic, critical, and cultural ideas from which American literature evolved; 

7) an understanding of relevant literary periods. 

Texts:
Baym, Nina, editor. The Norton Anthology of American Literature: Volumes A, B, and C, Seventh Edition

Twain, Mark. Pudd’nhead Wilson
Course Requirements: 
1. Reading Assignments: Obviously, we will do quite a bit of reading in this class, so it is important to keep up with class assignments and take the time to read carefully and thoroughly. Since we will only meet twice a week, we’ll move through writers and periods very quickly and it is essential for you to keep up with your reading.
2. Research Essay: You will write one 8-10 page critical analysis essay using at least five outside sources. Specific information about this paper will be given at a later date.
3. Reading Quizzes: Regular (and very simple) quizzes will be given to check that students are keeping up with the reading.  

4. Discussion Leadership with Brief Annotated Bibliography: Once during the semester, you will lead class discussion for 20 minutes, providing important biographical or critical information about an author or text and connecting that information to the day’s reading.  Specific guidelines can be found on another handout.

5. Participation: Participation in class discussions, combined with regular attendance, is a key to success in this class. Additionally, you are expected to post to our group discussion board (available through Sakai).   Even if you are bit shy, try to speak up and make your opinions and ideas heard. Just as important as speaking, of course, is active and respectful listening.  
6. Midterm and Final Exam: There will be a midterm and a final exam, designed to help you synthesize the materials and show your ability to discuss them in an intelligent, coherent, and creative matter.

Other Items to Note:

Attendance: In this class, attendance is crucial and missed class time cannot be made up. Therefore, you are allowed THREE absences. Any more will reduce your grade by one third a letter grade.  More than six absences and you will fail the class. Additionally, being late to class is rude and disruptive. Don’t do it. If you are more than 10 minutes late to class twice, that will count as one absence. Finally, if you miss class it is your responsibility to contact me or a classmate to find out what you have missed before the next class meeting.  An absence is not an excuse for being unprepared for the next class. 

Cell phones: Put them away during class. If I see them on your desk, I’ll ask you to put them away. If I see you using them at all, I’ll ask you to leave and mark you absent for the day.
Email/Internet Access: Please activate your Shepherd email account as soon as possible and make sure you can get onto the internet. Email is usually the best way to get into contact with me—and I will use your Shepherd address. You will also find the course’s website and/or Sakai page helpful. If and when you do email me, please consider the way you present yourself in your messages.  Be sure to proofread your messages and make sure you use both proper grammar and punctuation.
Conferences/Office Hours: Remember that I am available during my office hours (and alternative times, if necessary) if you have questions about the course or your status in it. 
Academic Honor: Plagiarism (passing someone else’s work off as your own or failing to correctly cite someone else’s work) and cheating will not be tolerated. All violations of the Student Conduct Code will be reported. Some simple advice: if you have any questions or are unsure about citing something, see me. 
Turnitin: All students must upload their papers to turnitin.com before I will even begin to grade the hard copies and papers will not be considered “handed in” until copies have been uploaded to the site. Before Monday, January 26, please set up a user profile at turnitin.com by visiting www.turnitin.com and clicking on the New User link in the upper right-hand corner.  After the new user profile has been created, you must enroll in this course using the following information: Course ID: 2543321, Password: twain
The Academic Support Center: Please consider taking advantage of this great resource, located in Knutti 114.  You can (and should) schedule appointments with friendly and capable tutors in advance.  Tutors can help you at any stage of an assignment, from planning early drafts to revising final copies.

Grading Breakdown: 
25%: Quizzes and Participation

10%: Annotated Bibliography and Discussion Leadership 

15%: Midterm Exam

25%: Research Essay

25%: Final Exam

Course Schedule

Subject to revision

Always read the introduction to individual writers or selections, and the general introductions to the periods.

M 1/12: Introduction to the course

W 1/14: Bartolome de las Casas, The Very Brief History… (35-39); John Smith, A Description of New England (66-72)
F 1/16: William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation (104-138) 
M 1/19: No Class—MLK Day

W 1/21:  Anne Bradstreet, “The Author to Her Book,” “Before the Birth of One of Her Children” (187-205); Edward Taylor, “Prologue,” “Upon Wedlock, and Death of Children,” “Upon a Wasp Chilled with Cold,” “Huswifery” (267-286) 

F 1/23: Phillis Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa to America,” “To Rev. Samson Occom” (751-764); Samson Occom, “A Short Narrative of My Life” (Handout)
M 1/26: Make sure you have enrolled at our turnitin site by today. Benjamin Franklin, “The Speech of Polly Baker” (Handout), The Autobiography (522-534)
W 1/28: Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” (951-961) (Switch to Volume B)
F 1/30: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature (1106-1138)
M 2/2: Emerson, “The American Scholar” (1138-1151)
W 2/4: Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1872-1882, 1895-1924, 1930-1953) 

F 2/6: Thoreau, Walden (1959-1995, 2027-2046)
M 2/9: Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” (1289-1288); “Wakefield” (1298-1303) 
W 2/11: Hawthorne, “The Birth Mark,” (1320-1332); “The Artist of the Beautiful” (handout)
F 2/13: Herman Melville, “Hawthorne and His Mosses,” (2308-2320)
M 2/16: Melville, “Benito Cereno” (2405-2461)
W 2/18: Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor (2468-2523)
F 2/20: Edgar Allan Poe, “The Philosophy of Composition” (1617-1625); “The Black Cat” (1593-1599)
M 2/23: Poe, “William Wilson” (1566-1579)
W 2/25: Poe, “The Purloined Letter” (1599-1611)
F 2/27: Review for Midterm
M 3/2: Fanny Fern, “A Law More Nice than Just” (1802-1803); “Hints to Young Wives,” “Soliloquy of a Housemaid,” “Mrs. Adolphus Smith Sporting the Blue Stocking” (Handouts)
W 3/4: Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1808-1829)
F 3/6: Take-home Midterm due; Walt Whitman, “Preface to Leaves of Grass,” (2195-2209); “Song of Myself” (specific sections assigned in class)
M 3/9: Whitman, “A Woman Waits for Me” (2256-2257); “Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking” (2267-2272); “As I Lay with My Head in Your Lap Camerado” (2281)
W 3/11: Whitman, “Vigil Strange I Kept on Field One Night” (2276-2277); “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” (2282-2288)
F 3/13: No Class—Dr. Hanrahan at a Conference
M 3/16, W 3/18, F 3/19: No Classes—Enjoy your Spring Break!  

M 3/23: Emily Dickinson, #260, 409, 598, 620, 1263
W 3/25: Dickinson, #122, 207, 1489; #202, 236, 365, 1577, 1675
F 3/27: Dickinson, #194, 199, 269, 857; #339, 340, 341, 591
M 3/30: Rebecca Harding Davis, “Life in the Iron Mills” (2597-2625)
W 4/1: William Dean Howells, “Novel-Writing and Novel Reading” (915-917); Henry James, “The Art of Fiction” (918-920); Frank Norris, “A Plea for Romantic Fiction” (923-926) (Switch to Volume C)
F 4/3: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wall-paper,” “Why I Wrote ‘The Yellow Wall-paper’?” (806-820)
M 4/6: Kate Chopin, “The Storm” (531-534); Mary E. Wilkins Freeman, “The Revolt of ‘Mother’” (635-645)
W 4/8: Charles Chesnutt, “The Goophered Grapevine” (688-696); W.E.B. Dubois, The Souls of Black Folk, (901-910)
F 4/10: Paul Laurence Dunbar, “When Malindy Sings,” “An Ante-Bellum Sermon,” “We Wear the Mask,” “Symparthy” (1038-1044)
M 4/13: Frank Norris, “Fantaisie Printaniere” (931-938); James Weldon Johnson, Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man (1021-1038)
W 4/15: Zitkala Sa, “Impressions of an Indian Childhood,” “The School Days of An Indian Girl” (1105-1121); “Why I am a Pagan” (1130-1132) 
F 4/17: Catch-up Day
M 4/20: Mark Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson (v-49); Essays Due in Class
W 4/22: Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson (50-88)
F 4/24: No Class—Enjoy your Spring Weekend Recess

M 4/27: Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson (89-122)
W 4/29: Review for Final Exam
F 5/1: Review for Final Exam
W 5/6: Final Exam, 12:00-2:00
