Hanrahan

ENG 346
Fall 2008

English 346: American Fiction
Instructor: Dr. Heidi Hanrahan; hhanraha@shepherd.edu
Office Hours: MWF, 10:10-11:00; MW, 12:10-1:00; TR, 10:00-11:00, 12:30-1:45, 3:15-4:00, and by appt. 
Office Info: Knutti G20; ph. 876-5250

Course Website: http://webpages.shepherd.edu/hhanraha/courses/eng346/eng346f08.htm 
“The Indians of North America are, perhaps, the only race of men of whom it may be said, that although conquered, they were never enslaved.  They could not submit, and live.” 
--Catherine Maria Sedgwick, Hope Leslie
“Here had been her sin; here, her sorrow; and here was yet to be her penitence.”

--Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter
“But, another and better day is dawning; every influence of literature, of poetry, and of art, in our times, is becoming more and more in unison with the great master chord of Christianity, ‘good will to man.’” 

–Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Course Summary and Learning Goals:

Our objective in English 346 is to explore various types of American fiction created between the nation’s founding and 1900. The above quotations provide a sample of the voices we will hear over the semester. This course emphasizes how American fiction—specifically the American novel—addressed the ongoing conversations about the important issues of the age: identity (both national and individual), art and aesthetics, and spirituality and religion. 
In addition to reading well-known canonical works, we will listen to competing voices and see how class, gender, sexuality and race influence and inform what would become American fiction. For instance, how does an early American novelist like Charles Brockden Brown address what it means to be a citizen in the new nation? Furthermore, how does a female novelist like Hannah Webster Foster complicate these ideas? How do James Fenimore Cooper and Catherine Maria Sedgwick contribute to the national debate on the vanishing Native American? What connections can we draw between Uncle Tom’s Cabin and The Scarlet Letter, two very different but in many ways representative novels of the nineteenth century? How does the novel change after the Civil War and at the dawn of the modern era? These are just a few of the questions that will guide us through this course. In general, we will explore how this multiplicity of voices complicates and enhances what we mean when we talk about the goals and purposes of American fiction.
At the end of the course, students will be able to identify the varied characteristics of American fiction to 1865, apply techniques of literary analysis, use these skills in careful reading and clear writing, and demonstrate an understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which these texts were written.

Texts:

Brown, Charles Brockden. Edgar Huntly, or Memoirs of a Sleep-Walker.
Cooper, James Fenimore.  The Last of the Mohicans.

Foster, Hannah Webster.  The Coquette.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel.  The Scarlet Letter.

Jewett, Sarah Orne. The Country of the Pointed Firs.
Sedgwick, Catharine Maria.  Hope Leslie, or Early Times in Massachusetts.

Stowe, Harriet Beecher.  Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Course Requirements: 
1. Reading Assignments: We will do quite a bit of reading in this class, so it is important to keep up with class assignments and take the time to read carefully and thoroughly.
2. Reading Quizzes: Regular (and very simple) quizzes will be given to check that students are keeping up with the reading.  

3. Research Essay: Towards the end of the semester, you will write a 7-8 page paper that combines textual analysis, research, and your own unique perspective on a critical issue.  More details about this assignment will be given at a later date.
4. Discussion Leadership with Brief Annotated Bibliography: Once during the semester, you will lead class discussion for 20 minutes, providing important biographical or critical information about an author or text and connecting that information to the day’s reading.  Specific guidelines can be found on another handout.

5. Participation: Participation in class discussions, combined with regular attendance, is a key to success in this class.  Additionally, you are expected to post to our group discussion board (available through Sakai).  Even if you are bit shy, try to speak up and make your opinions and ideas heard.  Just as important as speaking, of course, is active and respectful listening.  
6. Final Exam: There will be a final exam, designed to help you synthesize the materials and show your ability to discuss them in an intelligent, coherent, and creative matter.
Other Items to Note:

Attendance: In this class, attendance is crucial and missed class time cannot be made up. Therefore, you are allowed THREE absences. Any more will reduce your grade by one third a letter grade.  More than six absences and you will fail the class. Additionally, being late to class is rude and disruptive. Don’t do it. If you are more than 10 minutes late to class twice, that will count as one absence. Finally, if you miss class it is your responsibility to contact me or a classmate to find out what you have missed before the next class meeting.  An absence is not an excuse for being unprepared for the next class. 

Email/Internet Access: Please activate your Shepherd email account as soon as possible and make sure you can get onto the internet. Email is usually the best way to get into contact with me—and I will use your Shepherd address. You will also find the course’s website and/or Sakai page helpful. If and when you do email me, please consider the way you present yourself in your messages.  Be sure to proofread your messages and make sure you use both proper grammar and punctuation.
Conferences/Office Hours: Remember that I am available during my office hours (and alternative times, if necessary) if you have questions about the course or your status in it. 
Academic Honor: Plagiarism (passing someone else’s work off as your own or failing to correctly cite someone else’s work) and cheating will not be tolerated. All violations of the Student Conduct Code will be reported.  Some simple advice: if you have any questions or are unsure about citing something, see me. 

The Academic Support Center: Please consider taking advantage of this great resource, located in Knutti 114.  You can (and should) schedule appointments with friendly and capable tutors in advance.  Tutors can help you at any stage of an assignment, from planning early drafts to revising final copies.

Grading Breakdown: 
30% Quizzes

15% Discussion Leadership and Annotated Bibliography
25% Research Essay

20% Final Exam

10% Participation, including postings on our discussion board

Course Schedule

Subject to revision

T 8/19: Introduction to the course
R 8/21: Foster, The Coquette, 105-180

T 8/26: The Coquette, 180-end

R 8/28: Brown, Edgar Huntly, 1-59

T 9/2: Edgar Huntly, 60-150

R 9/4: Edgar Huntly, 151-203

T 9/9: Edgar Huntly, 204-285

R 9/11: Cooper, Last of the Mohicans, 1-41

T 9/16: Last of the Mohicans, 42-143

R 9/18: Last of the Mohicans, 144-205

T 9/23: Last of the Mohicans, 206-274

R 9/25: Last of the Mohicans, 274-end

T 9/30: Sedgwick, Hope Leslie, 1-67

R 10/2: Hope Leslie, 68-122

T 10/7: Hope Leslie, 123-213

R 10/9: Hope Leslie, 214-276

T 10/14: Hope Leslie, 277-end

R 10/16: Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, 85-135

T 10/21: The Scarlet Letter, 135-238

R 10/23: The Scarlet Letter, 238-272; Selections from Hawthorne’s letters and notebooks, 32-39
T 10/28: Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, xiii-100

R 10/30: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 100-161

T 11/4: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 161-276

R 11/6: No class—continue reading Uncle Tom’s Cabin,

T 11/11: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 276-end; Early reviews of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 459-463
R 11/13: Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 1-53
T 11/18: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 54-155

R 11/20: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 155-end; Research Essays due in class
T 11/25 and R 11/27: No Class—Enjoy your Thanksgiving Break!

T 12/2: Jewett, The Country of the Pointed Firs, 1-59

R 12/4: The Country of the Pointed Firs, 60-end; Review for Final Exam

R 12/11: Final Exam, 12:00-2:00

