PROJECT III: CRITIQUE OF TWO CURRENT NEWS ARTICLES FROM THE POPULAR PRESS

· 10 percent of course grade

· Due Thursday, May 1

FORMAT AND CONTENT:  You will choose two articles about economic issues or policies from a widely circulated magazine or newspaper.  You will write a two-to-four page paper based on these articles.  Your paper must be typewritten and double-spaced with normal margins.  I prefer Times New Roman font and 12 point type.  The content will be as follows:

A. A summary of each article.  You will summarize the content of the article as presented by the author.  You will state the issue, event, or policy that the author discusses, pertinent information about the issue, and the author’s conclusions.

B. An analysis of each article.  You will discuss why the issue, policy, or event is important, how the material is related to what we study in ECON 123, and how economics can give us deeper insight into the issue.  If you want, you can discuss why you agree or disagree with the views expounded in the article.  Your rationale for agreeing or disagreeing should be clear, and can be based on economics or other approaches (politics, “social harmony,” etc.).

Along with your analyses, you must turn in a hard (paper) copy of each article.

CHOOSING YOUR ARTICLE:  I recommend that you pick one or two periodicals soon and begin to read them regularly so that you can find articles that you are interested in, are relevant to the course, and you find easy to discuss.  You can purchase these periodicals.  These periodicals also may be available in the library either in hard copy or on-line.  All of the periodicals listed below have websites (see addresses below), but, in many cases, full access is denied to those who do not subscribe.

Some suggested periodicals (you can go to my website, webpages.shepherd.edu/lkinney, and click on the links to these):

1. The Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.com)

2. The New York Times (www.nytimes.com)

3. The Wall Street Journal (www.wsj.com)

4. Time (www.time.com)

5. Newsweek (www.newsweek.com)

6. Business Week (www.businessweek.com)

There are many other appropriate periodicals.  Please ask me if you are unsure if one you are considering is suitable.


To identify economic issues and news, read the general news sections (including the front page where major economic news will appear) and sections with titles that include the words “business,” “economy,” and “financial.”  The articles you choose should be a reasonable length: news “briefs” are probably not long enough.

ASK ME IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT: Please come to see me anytime if you are unsure if a publication is suitable, if you are wondering if a particular article is appropriate, or if you would like to discuss what you can say in your summary.
