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PAPER BASED ON COUNTRY DATA.

You will collect a set of economic data for two nations.  You will analyze the data and write a three to five page paper reporting your findings.  The title of your paper will be: The Participation of [Country 1] and [Country 2] in International Trade: What the Data Tell Us.  The paper is DUE ON NOVEMBER 18. 
The objectives of this project are:

1.
To allow you to become familiar with the economies of two different countries.

2.
To introduce you to sources of international data and to give you experience collecting it, manipulating it, and analyzing it.


I.  Finding, Recording, and Manipulating Your Data:


You will collect the data from the World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2010 (WDI)  and the UN’s Comtrade database.  

The World Development Indicators (WDI)  are available in two places:
1.
A pdf copy can be downloaded from my website. (NOTE:  The file is very 
large.  It will take a while to download.  The best time to download it is after 
5:00 PM). 
2.
A hard copy is available in my office.

Comtrade is available on-line at comtrade.un.org/db.  There is a direct link from 
my webpage.  


A. Getting data from the WDI.
On the data form, you will see the table number and the name of each piece of data you are to collect. There are six sections of tables and the table number includes the section number and the number of the specific table within in that section.  Ex. Table 3.2



Formulas for calculating net exports using data from the WDI:
1.  Exports (Imports) of category of good or service in dollars
= [(Exports (Imports) as % of Total)/100] x Total Exports (Imports)




(Get from WDI)



(Get from WDI)

2.  Net exports by category: 

     [(Exports of G/S – Imports of same G/S) / (Exports + Imports)] x 100
**Round calculations to two decimal places and explicitly show one calculation on the form.
B. Getting Data from COMTRADE.

The UN’s COMTRADE database allows you to collect data on trade in eight categories of manufactured goods for the year 2008.  

The data from COMTRADE give you the dollar values of exports and imports.  Thus, to get net exports for each category, find: (Exports of category of commodities – Imports of same category of commodities) /(Exports of category + Imports of same category) x100.
**Round calculations to two decimal places and explicitly show one calculation on the form.
You may not find every piece of data you are supposed to collect.  If you cannot find some data, you should write NA for “not available” on your data form.

II. Interpreting Your Data:

We will spend at least one full class discussing the meaning of the indicators you will be collecting.  The fourth page of every table in the World Development Indicators contains a description of and some perspective on the data.  Reading it may give you additional insight.  For the data from COMTRADE, you can go to “Metadata and Reference” toward the top of the UN COMTRADE homepage and click on “Commodity List.”  Mark the button to the left of SITC Rev. 3.  You will see the ten single-digit categories (0 through 9) of traded goods that the UN compiles.  Click on the number of each one to see more disaggregated categories.
In addition, you will be expected to read at least ONE article about or profile of EACH OF YOUR COUNTRIES.  These readings will provide you with some background on the history, politics, economic achievements and problems of your countries and may help to provide some insight into the data you have collected.  The following are suggested sources, though you should feel free to look for others.

In the library:


Check the Reference Section and ask a librarian for help.

On the internet:

1.
The U.S. State Department, www.state.gov
· On the top of the homepage, click on “Countries and Regions.”

· Click on “A-Z List” or Region.

· Click on country name.

· On country page, find “Background Notes.”

2.
Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),www.oecd.org
· On the left side of the homepage in the “Browse” box, click on 
· “By Country”.  Look for the name of your country and click.  
·  This
will take you to lists of papers, profiles, and policy briefs about 
your country.  Not all of these will be free of charge or available on line.  Note that only OECD member-countries (mostly industrialized countries) are included.


3.
World Bank, www.worldbank.org
· From the homepage, click on “Countries” at the top.  
· Click on the name of your country from the alphabetical list.  
· Once you get to your country’s page, you will see lists of reports and news about your country.  If there is a “Country Brief,” that would likely provide some useful information.  (For the developing countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America, eastern Europe, and the former Soviet Union only).

4.
Search to see if your countries’ governments or embassies in the U.S. have websites.  Such websites will often provide general background information about the countries.


5.
A note about Wikipedia: You may NOT use Wikipedia as a reference.  
However, you can use the website to lead you to other legitimate sources of information about your country
Please ask me if you have any questions about references.


III.  Writing Your Paper:

The format of the paper you write will be:


1.
Four-to-six pages of discussion.


2.
Double-spacing with normal margins and 12-point font.  “Times 

New Roman” is the preferred type.
The text of the paper will compare and discuss the meaning of the data you have collected.  Your paper will have sections with the following titles: Introduction, Comparison of Standard of Living and Participation in International Trade,, and Conclusions.  Within those sections you may say anything you want.  However, there are some suggestions about what to discuss below.  Note that a very important component of this paper is an integration of material from your readings into the discussion of the data.

Introduction
(Provide an introduction to your two countries from your general reading, maybe a brief history and discussion of some recent significant current events. Also briefly describe what the rest of the paper is about.)

Comparison of Standard of Living and Participation of International Trade
(Discuss the similarities and differences between the indicators for your two countries.  If you encountered any information from your general reading that provides insight into the data, discuss it along with the data.  You may wish to use the net export calculations to infer the underlying resource endowments of your countries (Heckscher-Ohlin) or the general levels of technology.  Include any information from your readings that supports or disputes such inferences.)

Conclusions
(Summarize what this project/paper tells us about the two countries. Are they very similar? Different?  Are there any issues or questions that your research did not address and for which further research is necessary?)

IV.
Citations/Footnotes

You do not need to provide citations (footnotes) for the data from the World Development Indicators or from the UN’s COMTRADE database when you refer to them in your paper.  However, whenever you quote from or substantially paraphrase information from one of your readings you should cite the source in parentheses after the relevant passage:  ex. (U.S. Department of State, p. 2).

V.     Reference Page.  

You should list the World Development Indicators as a reference.  The following examples utilize the American Psychological Association (APA) format for citing references.  The format for the WDI is under “Report from a private organization.”
An Entry in an Encyclopedia

Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopedia britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501-508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica.

Government Document

National Institute of Mental Health. (1990). Clinical training in serious mental illness (DHHS Publication No. ADM 90-1679). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Report From a Private Organization

American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Practice guidelines for the treatment of patients with eating disorders (2nd ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Basic Format for Books

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Location: Publisher.

Note: For "Location," you should always list the city and the state using the two letter postal abbreviation without periods (New York, NY).

Calfee, R. C., & Valencia, R. R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal publication. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Edited Book, No Author

Duncan, G. J., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (1997). Consequences of growing up poor. New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation.

Edited Book with an Author or Authors

Plath, S. (2000). The unabridged journals K.V. Kukil, (Ed.). New York, NY: Anchor.

Electronic Materials (from the web)

***For electronic materials, use the same format as any of the above, but at the end add:  Retrieved from (web address).

Example:

American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Practice guidelines for the treatment of patients with eating disorders (2nd ed.). Washington, DC: Author.  Retrived from: www.APA.org.


VI. On November 18, submit the following:


1.
Paper.


2.
References.


3.
A copy of the data set you collected
4.
A page that shows examples of the calculations you did. (You may do your calculations via EXCEL, but do an example of each calculation by hand). 

VII. Grading
Content is, of course, most important in determining your grade.  However, organization also matters.   Your grade will also be affected by whether or not you copied the indicators accurately and performed the calculations correctly.  Finally, grammar and spelling are important.  


VIII. Late Penalty


Your grade will be lowered by a fraction of a letter grade for each day late after November 18.  To prevent your paper from being late, you may attach a copy of the paper and the data set to an e-mail to me, but I will not grade your paper until you give me a paper copy.
PLEASE LOOK UP THE DATA YOU NEED TO COLLECT FROM THE WORLD DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS AND COMTRADE AS SOON AS YOU CAN TO MAKE SURE THAT MOST OF IT IS AVAILABLE.  YOU STILL HAVE TIME TO CHANGE THE COUNTRIES YOU WORK ON IF YOU WISH.
OPTIONAL: Make an appointment to see me after you collect and look through your data.  I will be happy to help you analyze the data and answer any questions you have.  
Please come and see me any time you encounter difficulties with this project or have any questions!!!

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RETRIEVING DATA FROM COMTRADE





1.	Go to the internet and type in: comtrade.un.org/db (or go to my webpage where there is a link to this site).


2.	On top of page, point to “Data Query.” On menu, click on “Express Selection.”


3.	When the “Express Selection” page appears, you will see various things you must choose:


	a.	“Step 1 Select Classification.” Click the button to the left of “SITC Rev. 3”


	b.	“Step 2 Enter Commodities, etc.” 


		i.	Click in box under “Enter Commodity Codes/Text.”  TYPE IN: 


5,65,67,7,75,78, 84, 85


		ii.	Click in box under “Enter Reporters Codes/Text.”  Click on “Lookup” and a 


smaller window will pop up.  CHOOSE your country and, at the bottom of the window, PRESS “Add” and then “Apply and Close.” (Your selection will appear in the appropriate box on the “Express Selection” page.)


iii.	Click in box under “Enter Partners Codes/Text.”  Click on “Lookup” and a smaller window will pop up.  CHOOSE “World” and, at the bottom of the window, PRESS “Add” and then “Apply and Close.” (Your selection will appear in the appropriate box on the “Express Selection” page.)


iv.	Click in box under “Enter Years.”  Type “2008” Alternatively, click on “Lookup” and a smaller window will pop up.  CHOOSE the year 2008 and, at the bottom of the window, PRESS “Add” and then “Apply and Close.” (Your selection will appear in the appropriate box on the “Express Selection” page.).  


		v.	Under “Select Trade Flow” CHOOSE “Import” and “Export.”


c.	Press “Submit Query” and your data will all appear.  If you can get no data for 2008,


 try another year around the same time (2007 or 2009).


	d.	Press “Printable Format” so that all your data prints out.











Section 3





Table 2 in section 3








