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COURSE OUTLINE AND SYLLABUS

	ECON 330 The Economics of Developing Countries

Spring 2010
TR 9:35 – 10:50 AM
	Instructor: Linda Kinney

Office: White Hall 225

Phone: 304-876-5434

e-mail: lkinney@shepherd.edu
Office Hours:

MW 9:00 – 11:00 AM, 2:30 – 3:00 PM

TR 8:45–9:15 AM, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

R only: 1:45-2:30 PM


COURSE OBJECTIVES


The primary purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the major challenges faced by the developing nations of the world as they attempt to modernize their economies.  Economic theories and policy recommendations relevant to the issues and problems faced by these countries will be presented.  In addition to economic factors, the material emphasizes historical, political, cultural, and institutional aspects of development.


Prerequisites: Principles of Microeconomics and Principles of Macroeconomics

COURSE MATERIALS
Textbook available in bookstore:   Dwight H. Perkins, Steven Radelet, and David L. Lindauer, Economics of Development, 6th edition, 2006, W.W. Norton and Co. (referred to as “Perkins” in reading list)

Case studies: 
1.  SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN “SYNDROMES”: THE DIFFERING EXPERIENCES OF ZAMBIA AND BOTSWANA
2.  ECONOMIC REFORM: THE EXPERIENCES OF CHINA AND RUSSIA

3.  THE OIL CURSE AND DEVELOPMENT: THE EXPERIENCES OF NIGERIA AND 
INDONESIA

4.  THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN INDUSTRIALIZATION: THE 
EXPERIENCES OF INDIA AND SOUTH KOREA
On my website: webpages.shepherd.edu/lkinney. Scroll to bottom of page and click on “ECON 330.”
I will provide supplementary readings and materials as the semester goes along.  
	SUMMARY OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS

	Requirement:
	Contribution to Course Grade:

	Two Exams
	70% (35% each)

	Data Collection Project
	20% 

	Summary of two sets of comparative case studies
	10% 
(5 % each)


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.
There will be TWO EXAMS (Tuesday, March 2 and Thursday, May 6).  Periodic problem sets and extra credit exercises will allow you to prepare for the exams.  Before each exam date, I will give you several multi-part problems and essays that you can prepare in advance.  I will choose some of these questions for the exam.  On the day of the exam, you will write your answers to the chosen questions without the use of books or notes.  Each exam will count 35 percent of your final grade for the course.

Grading of exams: 90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, <60=F.  At my discretion, grades may be curved up (never down).

Make-up exams: Make-up exams may be arranged if a valid excuse is presented before the scheduled exam.  In general, “having to work,” “having exams or assignments in other classes,” “leaving early for vacation or the weekend,” and “not feeling ready to take the test” are not sufficient excuses by themselves.
2.
DATA COLLECTION PROJECT: Basic Characteristics of Developing Countries.**  You will choose two countries and one group (details on choices will be available soon) and collect a set of data on living standards and growth for each country from sources I will provide you.  You will then do a “growth accounting” exercise and write a three-to- four page (typed and double-spaced) paper comparing and contrasting the data.  The data set, exercises, and paper are due on Tuesday, February 23 and are worth 20 percent of your final grade for the course.

3. SUMMARY OF TWO SETS OF COMPARATIVE CASE STUDIES**:  You will

choose TWO of case studies, one from each group.
GROUP 1 (Summary due April 1):

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN “SYNDROMES”: THE DIFFERING EXPERIENCES OF ZAMBIA AND BOTSWANA
-or-

ECONOMIC REFORM: THE EXPERIENCES OF CHINA AND RUSSIA

GROUP 2 (Summary due April 29):

THE OIL CURSE AND DEVELOPMENT: THE EXPERIENCES OF NIGERIA AND INDONESIA
-or-
THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN INDUSTRIALIZATION: THE EXPERIENCES OF INDIA AND SOUTH KOREA 
You will summarize the development concepts and ideas each set illustrates in a two-to-three page (typed and double-spaced paper).  The summaries are due on the dates above (also listed in the Reading List).
**More information about these projects and all materials you will need will be available later.
Grading of project and summaries:

	A = 95 points
	B = 85 points
	C = 75 points
	D = 65 points

	A- = 91 points
	B- = 81 points
	C- = 71 points
	

	B+ = 88 points
	C+ = 78 points
	D+ = 68 points
	


Late projects and summaries: Projects and summaries will be penalized by a fraction of a letter grade for each day late (including weekends).  For example, assuming the letter grade for the project would have been a B if it were turned in on time, the grade will be a B- if it is one day late, a C+ if it is two days late, etc.

CLASS ATTENDANCE


I do not require class attendance.  However, if you miss class you may miss important handouts and information about the exams and projects.  You are “on your own” if you miss important material.  Further, at the end of the semester, if you are within two points of the next highest grade, I will consider your attendance when deciding whether to award you the higher grade or not.

POLICY FOR INCEMENT WEATHER

If class is cancelled on the date of a scheduled exam, the exam will be given during the next class.  The same policy applies to a project: if class is cancelled on the date a project is due, it must be turned in by the next class.  If class is cancelled for the class before a scheduled exam, the exam will be postponed.  Projects will be due as scheduled.

If school is open, but I cannot get here (doubtful), I will try to leave a message on my voice mail by 8:00 AM (304-876-5434) and send an e-mail to the entire class.
READING LIST AND IMPORTANT DATES

	Jan. 12
	Introduction: Do We Know What Development Is?
	Perkins, Ch. 1

	Jan. 14, 19
	Measuring Growth and Development
	Perkins, Ch. 2



	Jan. 21, 25
	The Basic Analysis of Economic Growth
	Perkins, Ch. 3

	Jan. 27, Feb. 2, 4
	Harrod-Domar and Solow (Neoclassical) Growth Models
	Perkins, Ch. 4 (pp. 103-135)

	Feb. 9
	Discussion of Data Collection Project 
	Handouts

	Feb. 11, 16
	Models of Structural Adjustment: Lewis and Ranis/Fei
	Perkins, Ch. 4 (pp. 136-end)

	Feb. 18, 23, 25
	Absolute and Relative Poverty
	Perkins, Ch. 6

	FEBRUARY 23
	DATA COLLECTION PROJECT  DUE
	

	MARCH 2
	FIRST EXAM
	

	Mar. 4, 9
	Population Growth
	Perkins, Ch. 7

	Mar. 11, 23, 25
	Managing Development: Markets vs. Planning
	Perkins, Ch. 5



	Mar. 16, 18 
	Spring Recess – No Class
	

	Mar. 30
	The Role of Geography and Institutions
	Handout: “Prisoners of Geography.”

Perkins, Ch. 3 (pp. 81-84; 87-90)

	APR. 1
	Discussion of Comparative Case Studies: Zambia & Botswana/ China & Russia
SUMMARY DUE
	Case Studies are available on my website.

	Apr. 6, 8, 13
	Primary Product Exports
	Perkins, Ch. 17

	Apr. 9
	Last day to withdraw from class
	

	Apr. 15, 20, 27
	Import Substitution and Export Promotion
	Perkins, Ch. 19

	Apr. 22
	Spring Recess Weekend – No Class (if no snow days used)
	

	APR. 29
	Discussion of Comparative Case Studies: Nigeria & Indonesia/ India & South Korea

SUMMARY DUE
	Case Studies are available on my website.

	MAY 6
	SECOND EXAM

9:00 – 11:00 AM
	


